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Parish Council Reports

The meeting ofthe Parish Councilheld on26 November was told that Norfolk County Council has
responded to the concems expressed earlierin the year about the visibility ofthe pedestrian
crossing adjacent to Budgens. The County has agreed to install a new style offlashing light that
will be more visible. Dersinghamhad also been added to thelist of villages where trial electronic
signs warning motortists oftheir actual speed would be installed on arotating basis to judgetheir
effectiveness in reducing speeding. The police had also agreed to monitor motorists’ speedin the
village.

The Council heard a complaint about the size ofthe new Library sign erected in Chapel Road
and agreed that this was out of character for a village situation. The Council would request its
removal and replacement by a more suitable sign.

Several street lights had been notified as either not working or being faulty in some way. The
Council urged anyone seeing a faulty light to report its location and number (which is usually
painted on the lamp post) to the Council.

There were various complaints about the emptying of waste bins, with spillages that were not
cleared up and bins not being retumed to the correct place and being left blocking footpaths. The
Borough Council would be asked tolook into this.

The Council passed a formal resolution thanking Bob Tipling for his excellent work in
establishing Village Voice during the last four years as one ofthe best village magazines in the
country.

The meeting ofthe Parish Council held on 18 December heard a repo1t on the current state ofa
possible re-organisation oflocal government in Norfolk. Although the main Norfolk Councils had
been asked to submit proposals by the end of November, thesituation was extremely confused as
the Govemment had since changed thebriefto allow possible new cross-border authorities with
Suffolk. Any changes would not alter Parish Council boundaries. The remainder ofthe
comparatively briefmeeting was devoted mainly to hearing repoits on crime statistics for the
village and hearing reports fromthe County and Borough Councils.

Please note that we now have a newe-mail address
for the Parish Councdil office. It is :-
dersinghampc@tiscali.co.uk

Dersingham Parish Council Office Opening Times

Monday 10.30 amto 2.00 pm Tuesday 1030 amto 2.00 pm
Wednesday 10.30 amto 12.30 pm Thursday 10.30 amto 12.30 pm

The Dersingham Parish Coundl Office is at

The Police Station, Manor Road, Dersingham, Norfolk PE316LH
Tel: 01485 541465 E-mail: dersinghampc @tiscali.couk

Orange Trade Refuse Sacks - £34.08 incl. VAT per roll 0f24
Green Garden Sacks — no longer available
Tags for Black Refuse Sacks £1.00 each
Doggy bags - £1.50 per 100
Can be obtained at the Council Office during the above times




Editor’s Notes

Well, this is it then! Issue 50 ofthe Dersingham Village Voice, at which
point I amto take leaveofyou. I have taken a great deal ofpleasure over
the past four and a halfyears orso in receiving and reading all the many
interesting articles which havebeen placedin my post box or havebeen
sent by e-mail, it hasled me through a constant leaming curve, and has
taught me more about Dersinghamthan I believe I could have achieved by
. any othersource. This villageis very fortunate in that it has so many people

TVALS ;\ | who, having experienced life in the area, havebeen able to relatetheir

% T JH) anecdotes to you, the reader. Others have done major research in order to
look atthe village as it was in earlier centuries. I do think that this magazine has been developing
into a history ofthe village, fromthe far distant pastup to the presentday, and wonderifit may be
that, some day, somebody will use the material presented so far, and that which will surely come in
the future, in order to produce a definitive ‘ History ofthe Village of Dersingham’ for the benefit of
new arrivals, visitors and future generations. This would so nicely complement the previous
publication ofpost cards and photographs, entitled ‘ Dersingham— Then and Now — Portrait ofa
Village’ which was produced some years ago by Simon Massen and Walter Blaney, the proceeds
ofwhich were donated to Campaign Care’ 94 which supported Tapping House Hospice and The
Bob Champion Cancer Trust. At a cost of £5.00 this booklet could be obtained at Ottaker s
Bookshopin Norfolk Streetor by calling 01485 544733.1 wonder ifcopies are still available?

Having only lived in the village for ten years I amcertain that I will forever be looked upon as
‘an incomer’ but can assure other newcomers that the local inhabitants do not bite, patticulady if
yougetinvolved in what is happening. I myselfno longer feel as though I ama stranger, having
made many friends in the area, partly through my involvement with this magazine. Itis never easy
to settle into a new environment, but my beliefis that there isno place as welcoming as
Dersingham, for one only hasto walk along the street to be greeted by smiles and a cheerful ‘Good
Morning!” (or Afternoon, Evening, etc.), and the tradersin the many outlets will go out oftheir
way to be helpful, and boy, there is little in the way ofretail outlets thatis missing!

Two supermarkets, a hairdressers, at least two carpet suppliers, a garden centre, a coffee shop, a
building society, an estate agent, four motor dealers, a pharmacy, an optician, an accountancy, a
shoe repairer, a pet shop, a fish shop, a Chinese takeaway, a kebab shop, fabric suppliers,
electricians and electrical suppliers, builders merchants, refrigeration engineers, an osteopath,
architectural designers, gardeners, handymen, a florist, a picture framer, a bed supplier, window
cleaners, computer services, fuel merchants —the list goes on - we are even fortunate in that we still
have the services ofa postoffice! Some towns would be proud to havethe facilities which we
enjoy which also includethree churches ofdifferent denominations, a health centre with a new one
in the making, a library, a community centre, a church hall, an hotel, a publichouse, a social club,
many bed and breakfast units, residential homes, etc.

In closing I would like to take the opportunity to thank those who have been most closely
associated with this magazine during my time as Editor, the members ofthe Communications
Committee, and my production colleagues who include Tony Bubb, thelate Stella Caunt and Rob
Smyth -, also Sarah and Anita in the Parish Council office who have dealt with the promotion and
receipt ofadvertising to keep us afloat, and, just asimportantly I would liketo thank you, the
readers, for yourloyal suppott. Bob Tipling

Attention all contributors and advertisers!
Please send any correspondence, articles, adverts or anything else relating to, or for
inclusion in, this magazine to the Parish Council Officefor the attention of Anita Moore
or e-mail to antta.dersinghampc@tiscali.co.uk
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Letters to the Editor

Sergeant Andy Crown of the Safer Neighbourhood Teamwrites: Dear All, I would liketo share
this with you. [ havebeen made aware ofa new website called www .fixmystreet.com This has
been used successfully as a means to report broken street lamps/ cracked pavements/ paking
problems/graffiti etc the list is endless. Onceyou open the website, you enter a post code related to
the affected area, enter what the problemis in a textbox and you can even attach digital
photographs. There is also a feature similarto Google Earth which allows you to pin point exactly
where the problemis. These problems are then referred to the approprate agency for action! How
good is this! I was impressed and weintend to make good use ofthis facility. Hopethis helps...
Please let me know how you get on with issues that you bring to the attention of“ Fix My Street”.

J Greenhalgh (WNAC Club Coach) writes; 1 thought readers might be interested to know that
there are two talented athletes from Dersingham. Tom Middleton and James Greenhalgh (both aged
9) have both been selected to represent Norfolk in a regional athletics competition (on 17th
November in Nomwich). The two WNAC (West Norfolk Athletics Club) members have been
competing in the Norfolk Sportshall league and have been picked with the best athletes in the
County to take on Suffolk, Essex and the like. The achievement is even more remarkable because
Tomand James are competing as Under 11s when in fact they are both only Under 10s. Tomis not
only adynamic sprinter, but also excels at cross country and other longer distance mnning. He is
currently WNAC:s fastest Ul 1 cross country munner in the Shouldham XCountry Grand Prix series.
Jamres is a terrific all round athlete, who can sprint, run Cross Country, and despite his small frame
is a top class long jumper and very powerful thrower. James recently won the WNAC Club
Championships which is a multi-event competition

Mike Smith of 2 Birkdale Close, Macdlesfield, Cheshire SK104HG writes; An exploration into
Familv Historv - The small villageof Anmer is not far away fromDersinghamand itis in that
village that an important family in my background has its oots. That family is now know as
"Dyble" but in the eady 1800's could havebeen "Dibel" or "Dibell". John and Martha Dyblehad 6
children between 1861 and 1872. We know that two ofthe four brothers in the family went offto
London after joining the Coldstream Guards. Both probably werein the cadets ofthe 3rd Norfolk
Regiment before they took this major step in their lives. Waltersigned upin May 1883 atthe age
ofnineteen and had an outstanding career over 25 years serving inthe Sudan and South Africa and
was mentioned in despatches on two occasions. He married in 1888 and his wife, Isabella, was
appointed tobe the first curator ofthe house of Dr. Johnson in London. One ofthe otherbrothers,
Mark, had a son, Walter William, and he sought his fame and fortunein London by taking a
position as a footman in theservice of Lord Ludlow. When he was 20 he joined the Metopolitan
Police force where he served for 25 years. He
then spentsome years working for the Court
Service and retired to Dersinghamafterwards.
Home Computing Tutor and Consultant Anybody that looks into family history will know
Recently retired Higher & Further Education that for every pieceofinformation found many
Tutor in Computing, in Dersingham, able to offer | other questions arise. I shall be grateful,

local home tuition and undertake small projects. therefore, ifany reader can let me have any

+ Internet access, email & website setup . . " "
s ‘Deslimmsis, sprnnelslissl posdockisn background information about the "Dybles" or

« Photo processing & slideshow production the surrounding area.
* Audio recording, editing and processing
* Visual Basic & Java programming
‘W 01485 543138/ 07885721158
] steve@daviscraft.co.uk

If in doubt, try me out!

Steve Davis

Mr Brent Johnson of 71 The Street, Ingworth,
Norwich, Norfolk NR11-6A6 writes; I amin the
process of writing a book on Norfolk gun-makers,




and, like any historical subject, firsthand information is hard to come by. Luckily I have been able
to tracesome pre and post war employees of some gun-makers which either no longer exist or have
changed beyond what our forefathers would have known. One ofthe gun-makers I hope to compile
the history ofduring 2008 is Gallyon & Sons Ltd. Gallyon & Sons was established at Cambridge in
1784 but took over established gun-makers businesses at King’ s Lynn in 1830 and Norwichin
1965. Regarding the King’ s Lynn business one ofthe early employees at Gallyon’ s of Kings Lynn
was a Mr VictorGrange, and it is this gentleman I would like to trace ifhe is still alive as the shop
closed in 1982. Information I have strongly suggests thathe moved to Dersinghamsome 8-10 years
ago with his wife. I have contacted all those with a Grange sumame in the King’s Lynn area phone
book but none are relatives of Mr Victor Grange unfortunately. I would like to usethe mediumof
the Desingham Village Voiceto tiy to trace Mr Grange so that I can interview himfor the chapter
on Gallyon & Sons ofKing’ s Lynn and your help would be most appreciated. Obviously ifother
readers have information orGallyon related artefacts then I would like to talk to these also. E-mail:
brent @johnsonb8.fsnet.co.uk

Neil Adams (Church Warden) writes; Photograph of Bellringers in ““ Village Voice”, Issue 49,
December 2007 - There is a copy ofthis picture in the Parish Church archives. The photograph was
taken in 1946 in the ringing chamber ofthe church tower. The Ringers are (fromleft to right): Ron
Thaxter, (I aminformed that it was his Mother who started the Thaxters Stores). Second in the row
is George Battetbee, who was a Sexton and Verger at the church for many years. There is a
Communion Cup that was donated by his family in his memory and it isin regularuse. Next is
Cecil Ebberson, a Jeweller in Snettisham. There is a stonetablet memorial in his memory by the
tower arch in the church. The fourth in the row is Fred Rix, then Jack Bunn. Finally, thereis Alec
Nusse, who was the cross-bearer and a me mber ofthe choir for many years.

Richard Ringerrichardringer_8 @hotmail.co.uk writes by e-mail; 1 recently received Oct and Dec
2007 copies ofthe Village Voice fromMr K Bashamand I would beinterested in receiving future
copies on aregular basis - can you tell me how I can do this? My interest in Dersinghamis as
follows - My grandfather and grandmother used to live in Dun Cow cottages and I used to visit
themwhen I was a schoolboyin King’ s Lynn. I went to South Africain 1968 and my mother and
father lived in Bank Road - sometime afier my mother passed away my father moved into sheltered
housing behind what was the Dun Cow. Both my grandparents and parents are buried at St
Nicholas along with, no doubt, other relatives, e.g. The Minns family and theDaw family. I have
managed to trace family roots to Dodds Hillin the 1850's. ( Editor’s note; If anyone has any details
of Richard’s family itis certainthat he would appreciatethem being passed onto him. If you are
notable to dothis by eimail please send this to theaddress given for thenew Editor who will see
that hereceives it.)

RECORD ROYAL BRITISHLEGION POPPY APPEAL

This year we have broken our record for the amount collected from Dersingham,
Sandnngham West Newton, and Wolferton. The grand total of £5235.35 shows the
dedication of all those who so genemusly gave their time to collect from house to
house, on the streets and in the shops. It also shows the generosity of everyone who gave to this
year' s Appeal; the public seemto have responded to the situation facing the troops bothin Iraq and
Afghanistan for it must be reme mbered that money raised goes to caring for those members o fthe
armed forces, ex-servicemen and/or their dependents who find themselvesin need. Thanks go to all
who gave their time and money. Volunteers are always needed, anyone willing to give just two
hours a year oftheir time would be very welcome. Please contact Mrs Dee Morris 01485 541450.




o AL -
/Sales@almobility.uk.com ~ A.1. ELECTRONICS

Electronic repair centre for:-

PRICE PROMISE COMPUTERS — PRINTER
IN OPERATION!!! MW OVENS
BUY A STAIRLIFT TV’s - DVD’s - SAT
FROM...£1,200.00 VACUUMS - AUDIO
Fitted (limited offer) RADIO - TELEPHONY
Servicing is available INTERNET - ETC.,ETC.,
too... APPLIANCE TESTING

TEL: (01328) 856226

Our fixed fees are :-
£17.63-£41.13-£52.88
“T&C” Supplied & Bookingin.
As seen in Yellow Pages
Call us for your free repair

No Fix ~ No Fee!!! When Delivered to us...

®.0 <
0
& 4 T :
R
R ~<
[ 40\9 A
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NO COMMISSION
CHARGED
HOMEHUNTER, "Koloma House", Warren Avenue, Fakenham, Norfolk, NR21 8NP
Telephone: 0845 1665 226 24hrs Fax: 0845 1665 227 24hrs
E-mail: (Sales) sales@home-hunter.eu (Enquiries): enquiries@home-hunter.eu
Web address: www.home-hunter.eu
SELLING YOUR HOUSE! BUYING A HOUSE!

Fill in our online registration form Fill in our online registration form

Register with us with the full details and picture * Register with us for the latest properties on our site
of your property; we will advertise the same on This is a lifetime registration using your present
our web site for all to see until sold name and address

We will put customers in touch with you by e-mail Save potentially thousands of pounds buying this way
One registration per house/flat etc., etc. The most efficient way with added financial benefits

* The sale of your property is in your hands; you LETTING!
can use some of the money you will save selling * We put tenants in touch with you when you
through us to gain a quick sale by reducing the advertise your property with us!!!
ri i i
price at no great loss and still be in pocket RENTING!
* Advise us of all stages as we need to update your Register with us for the latest properties on our site

details on our site » This is a lifetime registration using your present

name and address

SATISFIED PLEASE TELL OTHERS - DISSATISFIED TELL UsS!!

Copyright © Homehunter 1975
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¥ Dersingham Village Voice &3 r:]I
= — 50 Not Out!

We celebrate the publication of
Issue Number 50 of
Dersingham Village Voice
1999 to 2008

Who would have believed that when a small
number of Members ofthe Parish Council got
together in 1999 to produce thevery firstissue
Welcarme o the first issue of Dersingham Vilge Vaice, This has been | | Of this newsletter, the front cover of which is
compiled by members of the Parish Council to ensure that the lafest news shown here’ that it would have gone from

and events within the village are circulated to the community. We feel h th tob h .
that a bi-monthly newsletter is the way to ensure that everyone is kept Strmgt o Streng tobecome the magazine
infarmed about matters that concern and affect them and that there is | | which it is today! When asked in July 2006 to
th opportunity for anyone to submit views. Therefare, it is hoped that, . . .
in future, the newsletter will have even more callective appeal with the | | €1Ve his account ofhow the magazine first

chulon of articled, comments and lefters from lkagers. started Edgar Cooper said ““ The first Village
We are most grateful for the information which has been seat for . . . .
inclusion in this first edition and we hape that village organisations will | | YO1C€ committee being part oftheParish

feel able to send in details of events re,gtflurhr for future issues. Council was formed after Sugg%ﬁons were
e o e s s e i | | made ofhaving a village magazine. The
Editor, P Mirich, Parish Council Office, Mancr Road, Deadline date for | | committee was Stella Caunt, Teresa Southam,
copy for the next issue iz 15 Jamuary 2000. - | Peter Mirich and Edgar Cooper with meetings at
y each other's homes with coffee and biscuits. On
the final meeting ofthe first edition Peter
informed us that he was changing his job and would be moving to Kent, so was unable to carry on
as chairman, thisis when Edgar Cooper became chairman. This teamcarried on until the end of
their time as Councillors. Teresa was the editor, and Stella was thesecretary doing all thetyping,
my job was scanning all pictures and taking the finished article to the printers and arranging for
delivery. When the first edition was ready for printing, it was printed on Len Matthews’ office
machine, collated by the team, and delivered by hand, it was later printed in King's Lynn and
remained with this company for twelve months, when it was transferred to Hunstanton. Only our
limited finances controlled the cost ofeach edition, a limited number ofpages were printed. To
enable us to increasethe size it was decided to have adverts to cover the cost ofextra pages Many
evenings werespent trying to decide which items could go in which edition and how to ask the
Parish Council for more money to make extra pages.”

r Happy Christmas 1999 and Peaceful Mew Year 2000 {o All _I

L

{Some of the founder
members of the
Dersingham Village
Voice team —from
the left: T eresa
Southam (Editor until
Issue 23), Edgar
Cooper andthe late
Stella Caunt
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N2

&
Proud to support the local community

We have been represented in your area for over 10
years and remain focused to be a part of the local
community.

Proud to be sponsors to the Hunstanton Lions club
charity activities.

Call in today and talk to us about our broad range of
saving solutions for your needs.

Profile UK Torc Financial Services  Suttons Estate Agents
5 Jubilee Court The Business Centre 29 High Street
Hunstanton Road Snettisham Heacham
Dersingham Kings Lynn Norfolk

Kings Lynn Norfolk PE31 7EP

Norfolk PE31 7LR 01485 570030

PE31 6HH 01485 544434

01485 544585

gdaczlriagézges Proud to be a part of the
- local community
Insurance

Loans

www.saffronbs.co.uk
08000721100




Saint Bob?
Hugh Mullarkey © 30/12/07

Saint Valentinewas martyredin the days of Ancient
Rome
He also figures somewherein the tales of Al Capone
And yethe's best reme mbered for his hearts and
many flowers
He must have been a man of many parts and many
powers

As his Feast Day approaches and we awaitour billets doux
May I suggest a message fromthe likes ofme and you
A message to our Editor who has sadly now retired
A message of gratitude fromall that heinspired

To tap into their keyboards or to flourish with theirpens
And to take a pride as they desciibeour nows and village thens
As westuggled with our deadline, Bob struggled with themall

He stuggled and he juggled with our pieces large and small

But maybe this is martyrdomand maybe Bob's a
saint
Or better still an Al Capone with betterself-
restraint!
We must thank himfor his sheer hard woik with
the splendid Village Voice
Not ajoumalistic Mini but ourDersingham
Rolls Royce.

Thank you Bob. Have a Happy 2nd (?)
Retirement!

 Freephone:0800 97 Pel/Ans/Fax'01328 730206
Mobile: 0781 787 8580 [: s1builders@yahoo.co.uk
Guild of master craftsman member, public liability insured,

portfolio available, free quotes, all types of work undertaken, no job too
-small or big, family run business and discounts available.
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Unexpected visitors

It was about this time last year when eight waxwings
landed on the rowan tree in our front garden and began to
strip it ofits bright pink berries. What we gained was far
more than what welost because waxwings are fantastic
bidds. They are approximately staring sized and have soft
brown plumage with bright yellow markings on theirtail
and wings, rich chestnut undertail coverts and a grey
rump. They get their name from the red tipped spikes
protruding fromtheir wing feathers that resemble drops
ofsealing wax. Pethaps the most striking thing about
themis their crest. This, together with the well-defined
black bib and eye markings, gives thema rather haughty
look like a Chinese emperor. Waxwings don’t actually
come fromChina, they breed in the forests in the far
noith of Scandinavia and Russia — spending halfofthe
year in these remote landscapes and the other halfin our
ordinary subuiban and utban woid. I'd been told that eight waxwings had been seen somewhere
off Mountbatten Road immediately prior to their visit and after spending a week stripping the
berries offour tree this same flock pitched up atthe Rainbow Superstore car park in South Wooton.
This is typical waxing behaviour and ifyou want to see them; a visit to a supermarket is more
likely to produce the goods than a visitto a nature reserve. I've come across flocks of waxwings in
a Tesco Extra car park near Basildon and the Asda in Norwich, wherethe othershoppers seemed
completely oblivious to theirpresence. Waxwings are attracted to the ornamental berry bearing
shubsthat developers tend to plantto sofien the edges ofugly buildings.

It wasinteresting to watch the behaviour ofthe waxwings on our owan. They were almost
tame allowing very close views but constantly cocked their heads skywards. In their northern
home, waxwings have no reason to fear people but face a real threat fromabove in the formof
various birds of prey including massive goshawks and gyr falcons. Theirinstincts probably serve
themwellin Desinghambecause our local sparrowhawks are a smaller but equally deadly
adversary.

Our waxwings have a closely related cousin in North America, theslightly less colourful cedar
waxwing. I ve seen summer flocksofcedar waxwings in the sparse boreal forests ofnorthern
Canada, near the rather indecorously named Innu township of Sheshatshit. Knowing this name
derives fromthe Innu for ‘ The Great Opening’ does nothing to improve the imagery (look itup on
Google ifyou don’t believe thereis such a place!). [ have alsobeen startled by the high-pitched
bell like calls coming froma flock ofcedar waxwings that landed in a tree directly above me while
I was sitting nextto a motel swimming pool in Hoboken, Georgia on a mild winter afternoon.
Hoboken is another typical winter hangout for waxwings — an ordinary place with a motel, diner,
gas station, bar and not much else. The third member ofthe family is the Japanese waxwing. These
birds spend the summer in the conifer forests ofnorthern Russia and winter amongst the
ornamental shrubs of suburban Japan and surrounding countries. The three species of waxwing
belong to the northern hemisphere and lead parallel lives. They breed in the remote conifer forests
that girdlethe arctic tundra and join us to brighten up our modern European, North American and
east Asian towns and villages during the winter.

Waxwing numbers vary fromyear to year butthey can be locally common in what are known
as waxwing ‘ermuptions’ . Dersinghamusually does quite well for themat such times and ifyou
want to attract waxwings to your garden try planting shrubs and small trees that have plenty of
berries - particularly large bright berries that lastlate into the winter. I mnot an expert on garden
plants but I msure the garden centre will be able to help you with a selection.
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G oose News

The highest pink-footed goose count atthe
Snettisham RSP B reserve this winter was
47,240 on the morning ofthe 17 of
December. Chris Pakhamwas on the reserve
that morning with a filmcrew so this is oneto
watch out for.

| wildfowl collections but thisindividual arrived
with the pinkies andis therefore probably a
genuine North American vagrant rather than an
‘escapee’ . It probably got on the wrong train in Greenland and should have followed its own kind
on migration fromtheir arctic breeding grounds to their regular winter quarters - such as the United
States National Wildlife Refuge at Bosque del Apache in New Mexico. With luck, it will follow
the pink-footed geese back across the Atlantic and rejoin its family this summer. Just to confuse
matters another white goose, theslightly smaller Ross’ s goose, also joined the pink feet this year.
This individual was certainly an escape froma wildfowl collection.

The Norfolk Hospice, Tapping House
Sponsored Events for 2008

There’s something for everyone and now is thetime to get involved!!

London Marathon — Sunday 13 April
Always fancied taking on the ultimate road race? The Hospice has guaranteed Golden Bond

Places and you may be ableto run for us!
We also have guaranteed places in the 2009 Marathon. Interested? Why not giveus a call for
an informal chat?

Great EastAnglia Run — Sunday 4 May
10k Road Race through the centreof King’s Lynn. The Hospice is pleased to be ableto offer our
first 100 runners a free 8 week gymme mbership to kick-start their training!

Sandringham Stroll — Sunday 18 May
Join us for a sponsored scenicsaunter in the beautiful setting of Sandringham Country Park.
Various walks available varying fromthe 2mnature trail to more energetic walks around the park.

The GreatNorfolk Skydive — Sunday 15 June

Experience theultimate thiill as part ofa tandemor a solo skydive. Raise £300 and you jump for
free (based on atandemjump). The experience ofa lifetime and a great idea for a Father s Day!
The Norfolk Hospice also has arange ofexciting Overseas Challenges including Dog Sledding in
Lapland, trekking the Inca Trail and a Vietmamto Cambodia Bike Ride to name but a few!

To find out more about any ofthese events, please call us on

01485542891 or visit our website at www.norfolkhospice.org.uk

Everyone here at The Norfolk Hospice would like to congratulatethe Dersingham Village Voice
team ontheir 50" edition and express our gratitude for your kind and continued support.
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Community Giveaw ay
Local retailer Jonathan James has given away in excess of £1,000 to six worthwhile community
projects in Demsingham. Applications for the James Graven Community Chest Awards were
received from numerous charities, groups and organisations, all of which benefit the people of
Dersingham.

The Community Chest scheme enables James Graven to provide funding to some small but
incredibly important local community activities. Grants this year have been awarded to a wide and
varied range of projects including Dersingham Community Centre, 1® Sandiingham Guides, 1%
Dersingham Scout Group, 1% Dersingham Guides, Phobbies Noith West Norfolk and the
Puddleducks Mother and Toddler Group.

Jonathan, owner of the Budgens store, says “As a local family business, we wanted to give
something back to the community on aregular basis. The Community Chest Awards allows us to
do just that, helping some very worthwhile organisations improve both facilities and the lives of
residents in the community. We hope that these awards allow local groups and organisations the
chance to access funding which would otherwise bedifficult to obtain.”
= The Community Chest
- . Awards for 2008 will

: = . m|run from 1% January
# ] until 31 August 2008.
Local charities, groups
and organisations can
o apply for up to £1,000
| from the Community
Chest.  For further
(| details please pick up
an information pack
and application form
@'l ffom the customer
=g services desk  at
~]Budgens, Lynn Road,
Dersingham
Awards have been
| given to the following
| organisations:

®  Dersingham Community Centre. The Community Centre provides accommodation for
various village groups and booking availability for parties, exhibitions etc.

® 1% Sandringham Guides. 1* Sandringham Guides promote opportunities for Guides
that are fun, challenging and stimulating. The Guides are involved in activities that
encourage development, citizenship, their local community and thewider wordd. The
grant will be used to help replace tents for the 2008 Summer Camp.

® 1% Dersingham ScoutGroup. The group aims to develop Scouts’ social skills, team
worik and leadership.

® 1% Dersingham Guides. Gid Guides is an organisation dedicated to girls aged 10-14,
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aiming to provide fun, friendship and new experences in a safe happy environment.
Money fromthe Community Chest Awards will go to redecorating the Guides
headquarters in Manor Road.

Phobbies North West Norfolk. A hobby club for physically handicapped people.

Puddleducks Mother & Toddler Group. A local mother and toddler group which is

held twice a week in the Methodist Church for babies and children aged 0-4 years. The
Community Chest Award will be used to update equipment in order to provide the local
children with an educationally stimulating environment.

For further information please contact Sarah Stevens, Budgens Dersingham on
07884282869 or sarahs @jamesgraven-retail.co.uk

Presentations are made to prize-winners of the colouring competition (See next page)
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Colourful Creations for Christmas
Jonathan James’ Budgens storein Lynn Road Dersinghaminvited children fromDersingham
Infant & Numsery School along with St George’s Junior School to take part in a Christmas
colouring competition. Children were asked to colour in a typical Christmas scene, using whatever
materials they liked.

Prizes were awarded in the following three age categories; 4-6 years, 7-8 years and 9-11 years.
Winners collected their prizes at a special presentation held at Budgens on Wednesday 19
December by Jonathan James. Michael Brock together with Tony Bubb and Bob Tipling judged
the 82 entries.

Jonathan said “The standard ofentries was extremely high, making it a very difficult job for the
three judges. The children had clearly given a great deal ofthoughtto theirpictures with an
amazing attention to detail, even in the younger age categories”.

Rianna Heath (4-6 years), Adele Heming (7-8 years) and Joshua Butcher (9-11 years) took first
prize in their respective categories. Second prize was awarded to William Woodhouse in the4-6
year category, OceaGray in the 7-8 year category and Bethany Anthony for age 9-11 years. Third
prize was awarded to Abigail Rice (4-6 years), Holly Wagg (7-8 years) and Emily Rice & Daniel
Bunton (9-11 years).

For further information please contact Sarah Stevens,Budgens Dersingham on 07884 282869
or sarahs @jamesgraven-retail.co.uk

Budgensin Dersinghamare offering the community the use ofits car patk on Easter Sunday for
fundraising activity. Ifyou are looking to hold an event, whether it be a car boot sale or Easter
fair, and would like to use this space on 23rd March please speak to Kad at the store or email
sarahs @jamesgraven-retail.co.uk.

Calling all dog lovers
Heip s Histn Qoo

[ pp—.

WOOD GREEN
EFTI NS

Registered Charity Number 29834

Eatallisfed 1560

Budgens in Dersingham, in association with Wood Green Animal Shelter at Godmanchester, are
holding a community walk on Friday 15 Febmary 2008 to help raise money for the shelter and
raise awareness of re-homing dogs in the region. The walk is supported by Pedigree’s Adoption
Drive campaign which is a national initiative aimed at raising the awareness of homeless dogs in
the UK.

For a small entry fee, walkers are invited, with orwithout dogs, to join a short walk around the
village starting at Budgens car park a 1030. Come and enjoy a fun filled morning with goody bags
for every entry, giveaways and prize draws on offer. Any money raised will go directly to the
animals in Wood Green Animal Shelters care.

As part of the Pedigree Adoption Drive, a food collection bin has also been placed in the
Budgens store for any customers who wish to make food donations to help homeless dogs. All
donations will go directly to the Dogs Trust at Snetterton and Wood Green Animal Shelter at
Godmanchester.

For further information please contact Sarah Stevens on 07884 282869 or alternatively
by email sarahs @jamesgraven-retail.co.uk.



Our Questions in Issue 49 are Answered
Bellringers Named

Following a telephone call fromMr Alan Goff, a one
-time member of the bellringers at St Nicholas
Church, it has been determined that the group shown
in the picture were (from the left); Ron Thaxter,
George Batterbee, C. Ibbotson (a watchmaker from
Snettisham), Fred Rix, Jack Bunn and Alec Nurse.
The photo would be dated in the late 1940s to the
early 1950s. A phone call from Peter Thaxter
established that Ron was a first class bellringer who
could carry out complicated changes using both hands, the right ringing bell number four while the
left operated number five! George Battetbee was the gravedigger, Fred Rix worked on the
Sandringham Estate and lived at the house to the Hunstanton side of the newsagency, Jack Bunn
(father of John Bunn) lived in Manor Road. Peter also disclosed that he himselfis a bellringer
having practised this since he was ten or eleven years old, he believes that the picture was almost
certainly taken in the late forties. Mrs Joan Perrin agreed with all of the above adding the
information that, as Fred Rix would havebeen 105 years ofage had he lived, thepicture is 60 to 65
years old.

Reg Houchen’s Garage

The picture taken at Reg Houchen’s Garage has been
identified by Reg’s daughter, Mrs Gill Griffin, as being of
Reg Houchen himself (centre with his dog Beauty), to the
left is Reg’s brother Tim, and the vehicles are an Austin, an

Derek Asker wrote to informus that “I can give you the
names ofeveryone except the 1st boy in the front row as
I was in the choir then. The picture was taken in
& 1946/47 I think. Sadly, all the men in the back row are
dead now. Fromleft to right they are Organist, Teddy

3.

in a road accident) John Playford, Billy Playford,
Wallace Twite, Roly Linford. Front row, I cannot
remember this choirboy’s name, Dennis Back, Michael
Whitty, John Asker, Derek Asker, Tony Ridley, Tom

Ebert (now living in New Zealand). There was also a photo ofthe Ladies Choirbut I do not have a
copy ofthat.”

?‘T The Christmas Teaser

22 There were 25 snowmen lurking in the last edition. The winning entry
%\% pulled out of the hat belonged to :-

—A Peggy Tomkins of Hanover Court.
Well counted.




Ivenihing is

Elacks Whie JUST GREAT DEALS
wilh an Windows, Doors & Conservatories
Sapirmskam Windews Call now for your no obligation quote
I e L] T
el S andringham Windows|
or simmichs
Tel: 1485 544488
wwaw.sandringhamwindows.co.uk
Finance available,
FENSA EE«UI[}EE,EDJ?{H: FENSA
Irg We T14KS an reguest.

Erg He 11463

¥ dkcomuton prodnction o £ slvert

'ne'd | Pumps Garage

Vehicle Repair & Maincenance Specialists

* Service and Repair to ALL Makes and Models

» Class 4 MOTs - Petrol, Diesel and Catalyst

» Brake Safety Centre

* Air Conditioning Specialists centre

* All Work Guaranteed and

Competitively Priced \\\v
Telephone: 01485 540458
Fax: 01485 544417
Email: redpumps@onetel.com ciseh i
86 Chapel Road, Dersingham $MONROE¥

LN ST ALLER

SEMBA TRADING Co. Ltd.

Builders’ Merchants
Station Yard,Station Road, Dersingham, King’s Lynn PE31 6PR
01485 541394
All building materials supplied.

Paving Slabs, Fencing, Guttering, Posts, Underground Pipe, Bricks, Blocks,
Cement, Roofing Felt, Blocks, Sleepers,Sand,
Shingle, Timber, Pavers,PVC Sheeting, Decking, Chicken Wire, etc.
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Oh Look!
Copyright: Hugh Mullarkey - 14-12-07

Oh Look!
There's a penny in the gutter
Noone'snoticed noone's found
Is thereanybody watching
. ax around

e m N

Or my pocket fireignore?
Maybeif I flipped the penny
It would make me sure
It wouldhelpmemakemy mindup
Pennyrich or penny poor?

Of course I could always put it back!
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CHRISTYANA
FABRICS & BLINDS

FOR QUALITY MADE CURTAINS,
BLINDS & SOFT FURNISHINGS

We have now moved to
18 Lynn Road, Dersingham

OPEN
Tuesday-Saturday 9am—4pm

Ring Mariaon 01485 541111
or Mobile: 07743 052897

for afree quotationand home choose service.

We have also opened at
32 Station Road, Heacham
(formerly Heacham Blinds)

OPEN

Tuesday-Friday 10am—4pm
Saturday 10am—2pm

Tel: 01485 572866 or mobile 07743 052897

We offer our friendly, personal service in
both shops to all our customers

NEW OPENING OFFERS

for both shops
10% off all curtains, blinds and net orders
20% off stock poles, tracks, cushions
& cord tassels
learance fabric stock from £1.50 per metre

Huge selection of wood weave Romans
Wood venetians  Wood verticals
Rollers, Venetians, Verticals,

canopies and roof blinds.




Dersingham gains an artist

Recently movedto Dersinghamis well known local attist Jill Ilett. Many ofyou will have seen, or
even own, herwoik sowe asked her to tell us about herself.

Jill writes :-

Iwas born in Hertfordshire in the 1930’s and
T had a wonderful childhood. My parents,
George and Joan, encouraged me to be creative,
and being the eldest of four children, share my
enthusiaasmwith my brother and two sisters. I
was fortunateto have a talented maternal
grandfather whomI watched painting when
visiting him.

I'spent holidays in Norfolk as a child staying
with my uncle, Ernest “Nobby” Nobbs, who was
alocal bobby at Hillington and Snettisham.
Bicyde rides to local beaches were a joy and
pencils and sketchbooks recorded special days.

After completing my educationin
Hertfordshire and woiking for the Ministry of |
Agriculture I married Michael, settled in a small
village, raised two daughters and became a
teacher at the local village school at Great
Hormead.

I started to paint seriously when [ had more
time and first exhibited in a local exhibitionin
1976.

Since then I became an adult education tutor in art and when we moved to Ashwicken, Norfolk
in 1983 I continued to teach with Norfolk C.C.

Now resident in Dersingham]I feel I have come home to the area I loved as a child and hopeto
continue to paint thelovely local scenes as well as my colourful still lifes.

I'love painting in all media and feel that each picture should be able to tell a story to the viewer.
My paintings have been exhibited widely in local exhibitions and galleries including The British
Watercolour Society, Hertford Art Society, Society of Women Artists and the Eastem Open in
King’s Lynn. I have also had
summer shows in Brancaster
Staithe, with friends, for the last few
years.

Ilook forward to making new
| friends in Dersinghamand hope to
be ableshow my woik or pethaps
demonstrate locally.

k ok sk ok ok

Jill had a successful solo exhibition
at the Carter Gallery in Great
Birchamlast November and will be
there againin 2008. Watch Village
voice for details.




S & T ComputerS

New Top Brand Name Computers
and Accessories
In-Car GPS Navigation Systems
Upgrades and Repairs Internet and Email
Convenient Home Visits

Tel: 01485 520905 Mob: 07714465076
Email: s_tcomputers @btopenworld.com

Seasoned Applewood
Fire Logs

Freelocal délivery
] \;“;r\ JI.;;:: ¥

01485540812 or 07900 830715
C & G Refrigeration Classical Osteopathy
For all your domestic & commercial needs Neil Fennel MICO DipOst

including v ehicle air condiioning on all
cars.

Domestic Air Con our speciality. We can
cool or heat with the same system your
conserv atory/lounge from £500 fully
installed!!

Call Simon on 07799 609369 or
01485 541525

Free Assessment. Registered
Sciatica neck/shoulder migraine
Sleep sinus breathing digestion
Trained by UK stop osteopath.

Private healthcare accepted.

Generously long sessions
01553761484 K Lynn
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Reminders of a Time Long Past

Your Editor has, for some time,
attempted to obtain pictures oftwo
public houses in Dersingham. The
first is one of which, it appears,
nobody has any photographs - for,
even through the facility ofthe
global internet, no picture has been
found ofthe AlexandraHotel (at
the former railway station) in its
heyday, nor has a full frontal ofthe
White Horse Inn (siteofthe present
pharmacy) been forthcoming,
although we were able to publish
the picture on theleft of A merican
serviceman Captain Phil Tooley
proudly displaying his pride and
joy, aPenny-Farthing bicyde, to some Dersinghamresidents. The photo was taken outside the
White Horse Public House, Captain Tooley wasliving in the village at the time whilstserving in
the U.S. forces at Sculthoipe. One of our regular contributors, Dick Melton, has previously
reported that “Before the Second Wordd War there were six pubs in the villageof Dersingham, but
the railway hotel, or the Alexandra Hotel as it was betterknown, closed down in 1937. The
building, the last big house on theleft hand side as you get to thebypass in Station Road, is still
there. The White Horse stood where Jubilee Court now is, it closed down in May 1973, thelast
licensees, Harry and Mabel Chester having been associated withit since 1933. Right up to the time
it was closed downit never had a bar;
the beerwas brought up straight from
the cellar!” It was, therefore, by some
good fortune that the picture shown left
arrived on the Editor's desk, showing
Harry Chester, Landlord ofthe White
Hormse from 1933 to 1937, drawing beer
from one ofhis casks. (This pictureis
another one ofthose provided by former
village resident, Bernie Twite.) The
Editor is hoping that, notwithstanding
his decision to giveup the editorship of
this magazine, someone may come up
with the missing links and supply them
o to his successor for publication in a

| future issue.

< Thursday 28 February — 7.30pm
.. T The West Norfolk branch invites you to
AGMand A Yearat Holme
NORFOLK A short AGM followed by an illustrated talk
WILDLIFE by NWT Holme Dune§ warden, Gary Hibbgrd
Venue: Hunstanton Methodist Church hall, Austin Street
TRUST Cost: £1 members/£2 non-members, with refreshments
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Suzie's FITNEss CLASSES (RSA QUALIFIED)

INGOLDISTHORPE VILLAGE HALL

Tuesdays

9.15-10.15 Hi/ Loaerobics

10.30-11.30 50s+

6.30 - 7.30Hi/ Lo aerobics \H&
7.30 - 8.30Hi/ Lo aerobics £
Wednesdays

7.30 - 8.30Body Conditioning

METHODIST CHURCH
POST OFFICE ROAD, DERSINGHAM

Thursdays
8.30-9.30 Body Conditioning

07900 818311

Rob’s

Q. e Grass cufting ) ,§>
Hedge cuttin
S, Heeonne g

v Fencework

Garden Service

Based in Dersingham

Tel: 01485 540812
Mobile: 07900 830715

Thomas & Co

General Carpentry
Painting and Decorating
Small Building Works
Wall Tiling

Ian Thomas

Tel: 01485 543139

Mobile: 07799 226491
(PORTFOLIO AVAILABLE)

ALL JOBS

FENCING,
PATHWAY, PATIO,

BLOCKED DRAINS, PAINTING, TILING
FLOOROR WALL PLASTERING
ANYTHING WANTS DOING
OUTSIDE OR IN JUSTGIVE US A CALL

01485 543023

Largeselection of Secondhand Books

TORC BOOKS

Hall Road, Snettisham
01485541188 or 540212

Open; Friday and Saturday
10 am—4 pm
Other times by appointment

BOOKS BOUGHT

R
Home o&
Q‘ Maintenance ©
and

Building

DMdg5 543806

|,

fenland
design

‘architectural services

PLANNING & BUILDING REG. APPLICATIONS
PHOTOCOPYING / LAMINATING / BINDING

tel: 01485 543204
e-mail: fendesign@wnch.net
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Irene’s Piece

Hello I'd like to introduce myself. I amIrene
Woods and I amhelping out as Acting Clerk for
the next few months while Sarah is on maternity
leave. I will be inthe office with Anita Mondays
to Thursdays at theusual opening hours. Ifyou
have any problems/queries do please callin or
phone us on 01485 541465.

We are happy to help with any general enquiries,
butifyou have any non-urgent police-related
problems the Safer Neighbouthood Team
surgeries are now held at St Cecilia's Church.
The Teamwill be available from5.00pmto
7.00pmon Thursday 2 1st Febmuary, Monday
17th March and Thursday 17th Apil. There's no
need to make an appointment.

Irene Woods (standing) & Anita Moore—the office team.

Revolution

Possibly the biggest flop of cinema history was filmed in King’ s Lynn. Hundreds of extras were

hired fromthe area, the town was transformed to

look like 18th century America and loca

businesses prospered. However it bombed at the cinema and has almostsunk without trace.

Were you an extra, do you have a tale to tell, did
Most traces ofthe filming havenow been erased

you enjoy the film (somebody had to)?
butis there anything left?




Vanessa Beech

i MSSCh- MBChA [i PREMIER m X
e I DECORATORS']

H P C Registered Chiropodist
QUALIFIED PAINTERS,
To Book Home Visits in your Area - DECORATORS
Please phone Jacksons the Shoe People & HOME IMPROVEI\/I ENTS

01485 533723
Or (after hours) 01485 518112
BUSINESS ETHICS APPLY

For a Caring Professional Service.

D JOB JOE PLEASE PHONE
74 é¢ weeds uing call . ALEX LANGLEY

JOE BARKER

meparzsemnes wrioncaos || (01485 518055,

Stectnical . Plumbing
Painting . Carpentry ete. MOBILE 07825 5365

01553 617272 -

0790028 1282 FOR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION \

& / Al

S
GEOFFREY COLLINGS & CO
Chartered Surveyors, Auctioneers and Estate Agents

17 Blackfriars Street 50 Marshland Street 13 High Street
Kings Lynn PE30 INN Terrington St Clement PE34 4NE Long Sutton PE12 9DB
Tel: 01553 774566 Tel: 01553 828012 Tel: 01406 362098
Fax: 01553 770901 Fax: 01553 828754 Fax: 01406 364870
Thinking of selling your home?
We offer:

* A free market appraisal *
* Competitive commission rates *
* Alocal firm with over 40 years experience *
* An extensive mailing register *
* Friendly staff *
* Properties marketed from all 3 of our offices *
* Floor plans on property details *

Visit all our properties on:
www.geoffreycollings.co.uk and www.rightmove.co.uk
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St. Nicholas Church
Dersingham

Arts & Crafts
Festival

Thursday 27th — Saturday 29th March 2008
10.00am —5.00pm

Painting Exhibition
Photographic Display

by Hunstanton Camera Club
In the Church Hall
Craft Fayre Stalls

Second-hand Book Shop
Morning Coffee from 10am — 12noon

Lunch 12noon—2.00pm
Afternoon Cream Tea 2.00pm — 4pm

Concert in St. Nicholas Church

THE STROLLING PLAYERS
Saturday 29th September 2008 7.30p.m.

Tickets £3, including refreshments, available at the door.




- Christmas Entertainment at Park House
“Fotel Hotel

'A CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA'
Presented by ClearerProductions. 16 December 2007

The poster described it as 'A Celebration of Music and Songs
from your Favourite Christmas Shows and Films' And what a
celebration this was!

Clearer Productions (see footnote for more about this remarkable touring production company)
fielded a strong trio of professional talent to entertain us with a wide variety of Christmas
favourites. The Conservatory here at Park House is an
ideal venue, and we had a full house of visitors, guests,
volunteers, and friends.

Nicky Readersang beautifully and danced, with a
dazzling variety ofrapid costume changes, on stage and
among the audience. Neil Cleary, the musicdirector, led
strongly on the keyboard and provided wonderful
arrangements for many ofthe well-known Christmas
classics. And Neil Pennock showed offhis multi-
instrumental skills with some lovely solos and
accompaniments on baritone saxophone, flute, oboe and
— amost gorgeous and rarely heard sound — bass clarinet.

There was music and song for just about every taste
— from'Let it Snow', 'Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,
'Frosty the Snowman' 'I Saw Mummy Kissing Santa
Claus', 'Walking in the Air'to —inevitably —'I'm
Dreaming ofa White Chiistmas', a fitting finale which
we alljoined in, and which sent us home still singing. A
great start to our Christmas programme at Park House,
and as always a happy way of fund-raising.

(Clearer Productions are a group offully trained
professional performers with a strong commitment to
take theirproductions to those who cannot easily get to the theatre. As individualsthey have all
performed quite extensively in the West End and in many touring productions of shows and
musicals, and alsoin drama, including Shakespeare. In the words of Nicky Reader 'As a teamwe
do alot of woik for adults and children with special needs, and in the community for Care Homes
and the elderly. Allofus in the company believepassionately that no-one insociety should be
excluded fromenjoying the performing arts. We work right across the country, sometimes in small
groups, and go wherever we're wanted. Ifpeople can't getto us, we go tothem. That's why were
here!)

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Presented by The Magdalene Singers, 18 December 2007

C..S .Lewis entitled a book about hislife 'Surprised by Joy ' and that was my reaction to a concert
of music, readings and carols by the Magdalene Singers ( a selected and augmented choir from Park
House's local church, St Mary Magdalene.)

Surprised? Yes, atthe high standards ofsolo and ensemble singing fromwhat is basically a
village choir - evenif Sandringhamis a very special village! There were a few rough edges but
many delights such as the sincere performance of Walford Davies’ setting of'0 little town
of :Bethlehem'.

Joy? I would stress the welcome variety ofthe carols, ranging fromBerlioz' superb (and
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chorally testing) 'Shepherds
farewell’ to 'Jingle Bells' and
incduding two modem carols 'The
Calypso Caml’ and ‘The
Snowman’ - both tastefully
arranged by Peter Hook who
conducted fromthe keyboard
with skill and sensitivity
throughout the concert.
As added bonuses to the choral
singing,Pat Knight read some
poems and paragraphs by
Dickens, Joyce Grenfell and
others in a delightful way and
Alex Isaac (a talented 14 year old
Photo: Nigel Sisson pianist from Australia) plunged
with enthusiasminto a Liszt
Scherzoso and a powerful
Rachmaninov Prelude. There was also real warmth and nottoo many wrong notes in the audience's
singing of'Good King Wenceslas’
The Magdalene Singers clearly enjoyed performing at Park House and the audience equally cleady
shared that enjoyment. Tess, the Manager, said, “ A wonderful start to our Christmas.”

The Very Reverend Alan Warren — 31 December 2007

Dersingham Evening Women’s Institute

The Annual Meeting of DersinghamEvening W.I. in November was well
attended. Thirteen me mbers had been nominated and now formthe new
committee for the coming year. Dianne Neeve agreed to be President for a
further term. A comprehensive report ofthe past year' s activities was given by
Secretary Lesley Geer - we seemto bebusier than ever - and Treasurer Betty
Gallants Financial Statement told us we are solventbut will need to raise funds
for2008.

i , Speaker for the evening was Helen Welch, Public Enterprises Manager at
Womens Sandiingham. She entertained us with details ofher very vaiied life, then went
[ialinlabiraml o © explain her extensive duties at SandringhamHouse, ranging from
checking theloos werekept in spotless condition, making sure the verges
round the estate werekept tidy, to planning and organising the exhibitions held
in the house when it was open to the public.

In December we tucked into a buffet meal, comprising a delicious range offood contributed by
the members.

Everyone enjoyed listening to, and on occasions accompanying the entertainers, 'Informality’ - a
group offour closeharmony singers, who sang a variety ofsongs and told us alittle ofthe history
ofthe style of singing which originated in America.

A Gift Stall proved very interesting when members were ableto purchase previously wrapped
parcels without knowing the contents, and it provided a lot offun as well as funds for our institute.

We have a very interesting and informative year ahead ofus judging by the varied programme
which was ready for members to collect and we look forward to meeting and celebrating the New
Year at our next meeting on January 16th. Phyl Jones
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You NEVER get
another pair

® %

take care of them
with

-
Wigram«& Ware

Optometrists & Opticians

4 Jubilee Court 8 Blackfriars Street
Hunstanton Road King’s Lynn
Dersingham Norfolk
PE31 6HH PE30 1NN

01485 544850 01553 772878
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Things Don’t Change Much, Do They?

Have you noticed how many
complaints have been
.| directed a the Post Office
recently for charging extra
when an item has been sent
which did not satisfy this
illustrious body’s newly
i devised demands on size,
sl weight and stucture of a
i piece of correspondence.
Many people having been
required to go to the Post
Office, regardless of its
distance from their home, in
order to retrieve what may
S have been a simple
Christmas Card, the cost of
which could well have been
far less than the price asked
in order to reclaimit!

Well, don’t consider this to
be a new form of reaping
profits, for, as can be seen
by this postcard, apparently
sent in August 1921, for
which a charge appears to
have been made which is
equivalent to the original
cost of postage!

(Thanks go to Bernie Twite
for allowing us touse this!)

PP AR e g A ' T

ol of o

By theway, did younotice that the tennis coutt at the Church Hall was originally sited where the
car park is now?
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20 High Street, Heacham
01485 572555

Fresh Farm Eggs £1.40 doz
Fresh Bread & Cakes Daily
Handmade Cards & Jewellery
Cardmaking & Sewing Items
Knitting Wool, Needles & Patterns
Slippers, Tights & Popsocks

i, Many Other Lines

N

P

E J MCFARLANE
PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Tel: 01485 542083/ 07833106115

CORGI & OFTEC REGISTERED
SOLAR HOTWATER SY STEMS
INSTALLED

SPECIALIST IN ENERGY
EFFICIENT SYSTEMS &
UPGRADES

BOILER SERVICE/
REPLACEMENTS
BATHROOMS SUPPLIED AND
INSTALLED

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN
FROMNEW BUILDS TO LEAKS
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
y

35 g

Taxi Services
1—8 Seats
Special Occasions
Airport Pickup/ Transfers
24/7 for King’s Ly nn & the surrounding area

Wheelchair Access

01485 541352 % 07979 958244

4 '

John Daniels

Age Concern Registered

Painting, Decorating,
And General Repairs.

Free Quotes — No job too small

m 01485541352

07979 958244)

\

GATES e RAILINGS e WEATHER VANES
CURTAINPOLES

Sandringham
IRONCRAFT

HIGH QUALITY ORNAMENTAL IRON-
WORK
AND STEEL FABRICATION

Unit 4, Cheney Crescent
Heacham, Norfok PE32 7BT
Tel: 01485 571129

SECURITY GRILLS e FIRE HOODS
ARCHES e CARAVAN STEPS ETC
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GRAND BOOK SALE
at Dersingham Church Hall, Manor Road,
Saturday, 26t April 2007, 9.00a.m. - 12.00noon
in aid of St. Nicholas Church

There will be grand clearance sale of secondhand books with hundreds of
papetback and hardbound Novels. There is also a range ofbooks on various
subjects: Gardening, Cookery, Art, Needlework, Crafts, D.I.Y. and Motoring,
Natural Histoty, Biography/Autobiography, History, Royalty, Travel,
Religion, plus awide range of general reference and general non-fiction.
There are also some board games, jigsaws, videos, audio cassettes & LP’s.
Refreshments are available throughout the event.

Do make a noteon your calendar, tell yourfriends, and come to the sale. Thank you.

DERSINGHAM OPEN GARDENS
2.00p.m. to 6.00p.m., 25" and 26 May 2007

Admission to all gardens - £3.00 (under 16s free)
Come and be inspired by some fascinating, spectacular and varied private gardens!

Tickets will be available at the Church Hall and at participating
gardens. Creamteas will also be available at the Church Hall as will
the“StNicholas Gallery” being an exhibition by local professional
artists, with work being offered for sale. Some participating gardens
2>, may also provide refreshments. Income fromthe event is to benefit
theParish Church. Please make a note to support the Hower Festival
at the Methodist Church also. It is still not toolate to have your
garden included in this event. You can contact me on 540857 to
discuss this. Neil Adams

Hunstanton and District Lions Club
December was a busy month for the Club, with a number ofevents
organised. The Club invited thetown Mayor to talk about his plans to
raise £30000 for a Youth Centre in thetown Hall. The Club were
impressed and pledged their suppoit. On the first weekend in
December a collection was made at Tescos. This raised £578.15. Our
thanks goto Tescos for allowing us to collect and all those who gave so generusly. The Antique
Fair held over two weekends, at Searles, raised about £1200. Fromthis the following organisations
received donations for their help in the event. Heacham Junior and Hunstanton Infant Schools,
Hunstanton Concert Band and the Hunstanton Brownies for being ‘Elves’ at Santa’s Grotto. Our
next event will be a Race Night on Friday 22" Febuary at Searles Club House. £14.50 to include a
Quality Sausage Supper and Dessert. Tickets are available from
Hunstanton Legge’s Men’s Wear. 01485 532878 — 01485533108
Dersingham Rossiters 01485 540000 Snettisham Torc Financial 01485 544434

200 Club
£100 — S Hussey (Dersingham)
£50 — L Batchelor (Desingham)
£25 - Les May (Heacham)
£25 — M Kent (Hunstanton)
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Domestic Appliance Repairs

Repairs, Safety Checks and Servicing
for peace of mind all year round

We fix all major brands:
e Washing Machines ¢ Dishwashers ® Tumble Dryers
e Cookers » Storage Heaters ¢ Fridges/Freezers etc.

Trast A.G M. Services to ensure your appliances are ap and rarning agar/
&%, For a fast and reliable service contact
‘\Q’ GRAHAM on: Tel: 01553 673398

= Mobile: 07766 404407

Minor electrical works also undertaken
(extra sockets, lighting etc) - please enquire

Brian R Goodison CLEAN DRY
Associate of the FIREWOOD

Chartered Institute of Building
£1.00 PER SACK(20X30)

Carpentry & Joinery 1 samplerbag freg
Plumbing & Building FREE DELIVERY. WITHIN
Maintenance DERSINGHAM & SNETTISHAM
Call Kevin
|[Fitted Kitchens - Bathrooms
DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL
ALL ASPECTS OF ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
& PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
TEL: 01553 829894
No JOb Too Sma" MOB: 07795262395
Tel:- =
01 485 600551 : Government Endorsed Standards ~ .= E..=/\
07949 301512 s T —
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Dick Melton’s Column

~ | In answer to George Rowland fromIllinois conceming the death ofa

- | WWI1 soldier fromDersinghamby thename of Ernest James Howell,
the only person withtha sumane that I can remenber living in
Dersinghamwas Mr David Howell who lived in a bungalow that was
called“ St Ann€’s,” and it was situated a thetop of Lynn Road, right
| next tothe Social Qub. David lived there with his wife in the fifties and
o | sixties, and, I think I amcorrect in saying, he wotked on the
| SandringhamEstate as a gardener. I do remenber he had a very nice
garden hinself.
Jacky Frusher (Bush) is like me, she has a good menory. I remenber
her living w1th her nother and father in the cottage opposite theboot-nenders, and, as she said, Mr
Fred Easton Senior was her neighbour. Inthe other four cottages lived Mr and Mrs Soanes, Ivy
Ringer, Mrs Evans and Fred Burton. Their outhouses were across the otherside ofthe main road,
right next to Garden Cottages, before they were pulled down and the Garden Bungalows were built.
I remenber her grandnother and grandfathervery well as T used todeliver their meat fromMr
Milton’s Butchers in Manor Road. I remenber one oftheir grandchildren was in my class at
school, I think his nane was Tony O’ Connor. After the grandchildren grew up Mr and Mrs Bush
nmoved to a smallerhouse, No. 3 Malthouse Cottages in Chapel Road.

How many people can remember Garden Cottages? They stood on the site where Garden
Cottages are now, I think I amright in saying there were two rows of four and they stood gable end
onto the ad facing each other. Right next door were Dun Cow Cottages, sonme of which are still
there. There were a lot ofthese small cottages around the village, like Senters Row in Manor Road,
and Albert Victor Cottages, or, as it used to be known, Wash-house Yard in Manor Road. It was
called this as the lady who lived in the first one, Mrs Sayer, was a washer-woman who did alot of
laundty for SandringhamHouse.

At one tine there was a row of cottages at the top ofthe school yard, community centre, they were
there when my father was at school but I think they weredenolished inthe thirty's and then of
course there were severa rows of small cottages in Chapel Road, then there were railway cottages
just at the bottomof Station Hill these cottages wereoriginally built for the railway workers, a lot
ofthese snmall cottages can still be seen in and aound Dersinghambut nost ofthemhave been
altered or had extensions built onto them I don't think there are any left that are one up and one
down with a scullety, a Dutch oven and an outside toilet, ifthere is no doubt sone one will tell us.
Christmas Trees

Sone one said to ne the other day “Do you still have a real Christmmas tree Dick?” I sad “No’ but
we always did when we lived in Dersingham!” It used to be quite an adventure getting our tree for
Christnas, my father and my unde Sid would pick a nicedark night and then with ne tagging
along wewould godown the path atthe sideof DersinghamFen overthe rail way line and as far as
the cutting at Wolferton, cross over the rail way line again, and there, on the side ofthe hill, some
very nice Christnms trees grew, but of course we were overthe Dersinghamboundary and on
SandringhamEstae land. We would dig up halfa dozen trees, no chopping as it made too much
noise, we tied themin pairs and carried themall the way back on our shoulders to Dersingham, the
ones tha we didnot want we gave to ourneighbours. Mistletoe and holly were in abundance also,
for this we went up the middle pah on the Shut Up Common over the dyke and into the woods
near thenumsery, things like this are not available today, instead you have topay for them, it was
not thought ofas stealing, it was a way oflife!

Hunstanton Christmas Day Swim

A lot of people who liveby the sea swimin it every day al the year round never mind what the
weather islike, but it seens a much greater attraction to swimin the sea on Christias Day.

People havebeen swimming in thesea at Hunstanton on Christrmas Day in my menory since the
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end ofthe Second Wolld War and no
doubt way before that, the lae George
Raines and the late TomDrew were
swimming off Hunstanton beachin
the fifties and they both continued
doing so for many years. In 1957 the
first organised swimby the
Hunstanton Seagulls Swimming Club
took place (fifty years ago) this swim
was just for the fun ofit! It was not
until 1971 that the first sponsored f
swimtook place, and then there were
not alot of people in fancy dress, but
this swimwas the largest Christrms
Day swimin the country with well
over one hundred people going into
the sea. After this first swimnore and nore people would go in, in fancy dress, the nost popular
being of course Santaor a snowman, with others dressed as elves, teddy bears, reindeer, fairies,
clowns, and all things tha you canimmagine.

The Round Table has been responsible for organising the swimfor many years now and they
always have plenty ofhelpers walking up and down the pronenade with their collecting buckets,
one person who always collecats money on Christmas Day is Mr Peter Brooke who goes up and
down the pronrenade in his little replica vintage car. This swimofcourse attracts a lot of spectators
it is ajob to say how many but I would say for thelast twenty years ithas been over two thousand
people each Christnmas Day, at one tine the Duke's Head Hotel in King’ s Lynn would lay on a
coach for their guests to cone to
Hunstanton to watch theswim I well
renenber a swimin the seventies when
we had torrential rain so there were a lot
of swinmers but very few spectators, I
can not remenber it ever snowing while
the swimwas on, though there was snow
laying onthe beach and promenadein
1970 and 1981. The sea froze over in
1963 but noton Chiistmmas Day. At one
tine some people would just rundown to
the water, dip there toein and run out
again, but theorganisers put a stop to
this when they positioned two oftheir
helpers about twenty netres out to sea,
and every one had to go around themto
quaify. Wha with each swimmer being
sponsored and al the noney thatis collectedin the buckets on the day a lot of cash has been raised
by this swimover the years, and all ofit goes to charity, though this isnow not the largest swimin
the country on Chiistmas Day westill get between 60 and 80 people taking part.

The Christmas Day swimat Hunstanton always brings in a lot of people from far and near, and
it is like a meeting place with a lot of people seeing each otheryear after year.

It is not only people fromHunstanton that go in for a swim people cone from near and far to
participate and raise money for charity, my own daughter Tracey, who lives up Dodds Hill has
been in the swim as have sone of my grand children. I have neverbeen brave enough to go inbut
I'have stood on the pronmenade and watched it every Christmas Day since 1968.
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Hunstanton to King’s Lynn Railway
Hunstanton station and the Sandringham
Hotel werebuilt in 1862, as was the
railway lineto King’ s Lynn, with
stations a Heacham, Snettisham
Dersingham Wolferton and Noith
Wooton. The first trains began to run
from King’s Lynn to Hunstanton in
1863 and the line was operated and
owned by the King’s Lynn and
Hunstanton Railway Conpany. After
twoyearsit was taken over by the Great
Eastern Railway (G.E.R.), then, in 1920, 8
it changed hands again and was operated
by the London and Notth Eastem Railway (L.N.E.R.) who operated it until it closed.

The chiefengineer responsible for the constuction ofthe line was John Sutherland Valentine,
and in recognition ofhis work a road was naned after himin Hunstanton. The first station master
at Hunstanton was a Mr Reeves. To stait with there wereno roofs over the platforns or waiting
roons at any ofthe stations. H.R.H. PrinceEdward conplained about this affer having to stand on
Wolferton station platformin the rain, so then platformroofs and waiting roons were added to all
the stations adong the line.

On the 17th of August 1866 a branch line was opened fromHeachamto Wells-on-sea with
stations a Sedgeford, Docking, Stanhoe, BurnhamMarket and Holkam In 1863, after the line from
King’s Lynnto Hunstanton had only been opened for a few nonths, a train was de-railed after
hitting abullock about halfa mile on the Hunstanton side of Noith Wooton station, early reports
stated that five people were killed in the crash and this was so, but anothertwo died later and 20
people wereinjured. The whole area ofthe station yard at Hunstanton covered 20 acres and it
stretched right down to South Beach Road. In theyard weresidings, engine sheds and a tumtable
for the engines so they could be tumed around to go back to King’ s Lynn. At the entrance tothe
station yard in Le-Strange Terrace were some shops including a fishmonger's and a greengrocer's,
and in the station building itself was a newsagent’s, the station master livedin the first large house
on the right down Southend Road, and the rail way conpany built three ows ofhouses on the left
further down Southend Road for the rest ofit's workers.

When theline was first built there was only one crossing and this was fromPark Road into
Seagate. In 1902 this crossing was moved down to South Beach Road and an iron footbridge was
erected in its place, there was also a crossing fromthe station yardinto the gas woiks (Tes) so
that thetrain loads ofcoal could betaken into make the gas. Around about this tine, 1902, there
were six trains running daily fromHunstanton to Liverpool Street Station (London) and their
journey time was 3 hours and 7 minutes.

In 1912 there was another crash on the line. A train went straight through the buffers at
Hunstanton station and crashed into the wall ofthe SandringhamHotel, no one was hutt in this
crash. Hunstanton was getting tobe a very popularplace to visit so the railway station was very
busy in the 1920s, duting the summer nonths there were fourteen trains coming in fromLondon
every day. Hunstanton station kept busy rightup to and after the Second World War, thebusiest
tine for the station was from 1945 until 1960, when thesteamtrains were done away with and
were replaced with diesel rail-cars. On August Bank Holiday Monday in 1945, 10,135 people
arrived in Hunstanton ontha oneday by train. In Beach Terrace Road there was an exit fromthe
station through sone large iron sliding gates, and on a Sunday in thesumnertine, when all the
excursion trains would arrive between 10 amand noon, all ofthe people would rush out ofthese
gates to get to the beach. The road would be so jampacked with people that you could notdrive a
car along it. In 1958 the Fenman a train that wentto London fromHunstanton every moming and
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cane back in the evening took 3 hours and 11 minutes to get to London, that was 4 minutes longer
than in 1900!

On the Saturday night ofthe 31st of January 1953, when we had the great flood, the 727 pm
train left Hunstanton station for King’s Lynn, five hundred yards fromthe station it hit water and
then about another three quarters ofa mile down the line it hit a bungalow that had floated across
the line, and that stopped it dead! Sone pipes had broken on the front ofthe engineso the fireman
gotout ofhis cab and wrapped sone old rags around themand then the engine diiver decded to
reverse the train back to Hunstanton station which he did. When the waterwent back the next day it
was found that the track in front ofthe train had been washed away by thesea, so by going badk to
the station it had saved thepeople on the train fromno doubt getting drowned.

By now, in the 50s and 60s, there were a lot more people coming into Hunstanton by car and on
the buses so thetrain was not beingused so nuch, on the 5th of October 1964 the last train ran on
the line fromHeachamto Wells-next-thesea, and then every one saidit will not belong before
they close the Hunstanton to King’s Lynn line, but it went on for another five years, and then, at
10.29 pmon Saturday the3rd ofMay 1969, after 101 years of service, the Lynn - Hunstanton
railway line cane to an end when the last train pulled into King’s Lynn railway station. The train
was normally a neady enpty two coach train but this night it was a eight coach train packed with
over 250 people!

After lots of petitions and demonstrations the linehad atlast closed. There have been many
attenpts totry to open it up again, but now thatit has been closed for nearly forty years, I have my
doubts ifit everwill. Most ofthe land tha thetrack ranover has been sold off and all the people
that visit Hunstanton today do soby car or bus.

One thing that I forgot to nention was all the goods traffic that used to cone into and out of
Hunstanton station, apart fromall the coal trucks tha would comre in alot of local farmers would
send their sugar beet and grain away in trucks on the railway, and also, a few years back, you
would always see bags of cockles and nussels standing on the platform awaiting to be taken to
Billingsgate Fish Market in London, also, when the holidaymakers used to cone by train there
would be a small gang of local lads with a hand cart each who would neet the holiday makers in
the station yard, and, for a smmll fee, would take their baggage down to the caravans.

Councillor Keith Manship asks for your help....

Due to lack of nenbers on the full Parish Council we
are asking residents ofthe villageto notify the office on
541465 ofany faults on thestreet lighting.

This would indude thosebuming during daylight hours
(daytime burners) and thosenot woiking a all. At this
tine of year it is important to havethe street lights
woiking correctly. Ifany fault is seen please notethe
number of the street light either fromthe top fixing or
from the lanppost itselfand informthe office. Ifunable
to read the nunbers please indicatethe position ofthe
faulty lanp i.e. whichhouse it is outside or the junction
it is near thenit can checked out and reportedto the
necessary contrators. Your help in the matter will be
appredated and save a lot of worty to the elderly
residents.
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Sarah’s Page

Hi - Happy New Year toyou all and hopetha you had a good
Christms. The weather is being kind to us at present long may it
continue. I trust thatyou found al the snownen in the last issue
and entered in the conpetition.
Ihopetha you are all using thebottle bank at Budgensit is so
goad for themto allow thevillage this convenience. The
suggestion box has also been placed at Budgens as it may be nore
convenient for Parishioners I hope youhave seen it and will pass
on yoursuggestions so that we can address your issues. Budgens
are also prepared tosell tickets for local organisation eg plays,
events etc ading like a box office, may be useful.
It is coming to that time of year again when advertising
subsctiptions and postage requirements for thenext financia year's
Village Voice is uponus. Letters for both will be artiving shortly.
Ifyou do not advettise at present but would liketo please contact the office. Ifyou wouldlike your
Village Voice posted to you or another copy sent to soneone else this can also be arranged. At the
nonent we send to all overthe country and even abroad. Please contact the office. Please note
the change to our email address. Unfortunately at the time of writing this ourweb page is down
whilst we find a suitable host, more on this soon.

It is with grea sadness that I personally
say a farewell to Bob Tipling as Editor. 1

have worked with Bob & a Councillor, as an DINNER
Assistant and as Editor and hehas shown
great support to e in every position. I At the Sandringham Visitors Centre

know hewill begreatly missed, but [ amsure

he will be sonething rewarding in the village| THE FRIENDS OF ST NICHOLAS CHURCH
again soon. Keep intouch with lots of

artides for the magazine? FRIDAY 14th March 2008

As sone of you may be aware I am not
in the office at present, though I amkeeping
in touch and doing the accounts, a friend and
fellow Cleik, Irene Woods, is covering ne at
present. Irene is very experienced and I am
fully confident that she will be able to cover
any ofyour needs. My trusty Assistant Anita
is as dways on hand to assist Irenein the
nore local knowledge.

Have you checked thestreetlights
around you recently, ifthey are not woiking DAVID BATTIE. FRSA

properly please contact theoffice and they

will reportto whoever is responsible. of

\I}vzrgi;ﬂg):er that we pay even ifthe light is not THE ANTIQUES ROAD SHOW
Well I think that is all fiom me. If there w on ,

is something happening inthe villagethat My Unlikely Career’

you wish to know more about or not happy
about pleasedo not hesitate to contact the ]
office, and they will dotheir best to help. Tickets £3750

Sarah 01485 544866/540081
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FENLAND
GARAGE DOORS

The area’s most comprehensive range of
manual and automatic doors.
Repairs to all doors, and spares.
King’s Lynn 01353 630 005
Hunstanton 01485 3580 008
Southery Showroom
01366 378481

www.fenlandgaragedoors.co.ak
Over 25 years of excellence from a family business, and
proud to say more than half of our new customers come tg
us through recommendation.

“Thaxters

Garden CTCentre
Dersingham Kings Lynn Norfolk
Tel: 01485 541514 www.thaxters.co.uk

Long Term Promotion

e, Il




A question of forgery

By Richard Barr, partner in Fraser Dawbarns solicitors King's Lynn and a “legal eagle”
on BBC Radio Norfolk.

I once net a bank manager who showed ne a sinple way offorging a
signaure. Sone years later I heard thathe was sent to prison for - forgery ofhis
wife's signature!

No one will havesynpathy for the wayward bank manager but he was not
the firstor thelast to forge his wife's signature. Andthere canbe somne pretty
unpleasant consequences - as Julie (none ofthe names here are real) was to find
out.

Jack and Julie owned their own homne. It was in joint nanes. Julie moved out
because she could no longer stand her husband. Jack (who was not the sort of
person youor [ want as a friend) agreed to sell thehouse to Tom but he wanted tokeep the sde
secret fromJulie.

To achievehis nefarious intentions Jack forged Julie's signatureon the transfer docunent. The sae
went ahead and Tomnoved in, unaware ofthe forgery. Jack podketed all theproceeds ofsale.

Sonetine later Julie found out about the sale. Not surprisingly she wanted her share ofthe
noney. She could have claimed against her husband Jack, butby this tine he had investedit all in
larre horses; only thebookies had grown fat!

So Julie sued Tomfor the share ofthe house, half of which, so far as she was concemed, she still
owned. She could hardly move in with Tom but sonething had tobe done.

Signing on behafofthe other partty to a marriage is not aways forgery. Husbands and wives
do have inplicit authority to act on each others' behalfin many circunstances. That nakes sense;
imagine what would happenifthe milkman always wanted legal docunents signed before allowing
the week's bill to be un up!

But a wife (or a husband) can gotoo far. In another court case, a wife had been happily forging
her husband's signature on his cheques for many nonths. The husband knew about it but did not
alert the bank, which continued to cash the forged cheques. Laer thewife died and the husband
tried to recoup his lost fortunes by suing the bank.

The court told thehusband to get lost (they probably dressed it up in a legal expression to make
it sound nore dignified - but that is what they meant). They said tha thehusband had acquiesced in
the forgery. The same would gpply nowifyou have a bank card and you gave your PIN number to
anenber of your family who then drained the account. You would notbe ableto demand the
noney back fromthe bank.

No such easy answer was found to Julie and Tonis problem The courts have decided different
ways insimilar cases. Inevitably there is a loser. Sonmetines they will favour the innocent buyer,
and sonetines the wronged spouse. Unfortunaely inthis casethe Court of Appeal decided that
even though he was innocent, Tomstill had to pay Juliehalfthe value ofthe house.

WHAT ARE THE LESSONS?

1 It is not dways possible to guard conpletely against forgery or dishonesty. If you are buying
ahouse and think sonething fishy is going on, make sure your soliditor is fully aware.

2 Itis good practice for ALL documents tobe witnessed by a solidtor.

3 When indoubt DON'T signin anybody's nane otherthan your own, even if
you think you have authority to do so. You could end up inbig trouble.

4 No Iamnot going to tell youhow thebank manager did his forgeries!
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Dersingham Infant and Nursery School

Key Stage 1 children have been enjoying a topic on ‘Hight’. As part ofthis
they havebeen leaming about birds and so a visitby C J Birds of Prey to
our school.
“Today some birds of prey visited our school. Iliked it when the Eagle
gave us sone fresh air. The best part was when we got to stroke the baby
owl. His head was like cotton wool. Then the Kestrel cane in and he flew.
It was fascinating and I didn’ t know tha Kestrels have triangular wings to
help themfly. Next the Hawk cane in and wanted to marry me and Enelia.
Finally the Tawny Owl cane in and flew across the hall and ate some
chiken. The eagle canme from Afiica. The Hawk eats frog’s legs and
- lizards. An Eagle Owl cane in. Eagle Owls have one little tiny ear and one
huge, enornous ear. Instead ofears they have holes. The kestrel flew over to Vlad and hovered
and then landed on Vlad's knees. The Eagle uses his beak as a fork and his sharp daws as a
knife. On thetip of owl’s feathers, it’s like they’ ve got a conb to help themfly quietly so the
don’t fiightenlittle mammals.” By Emily Humphryes
“Iliked thebaby owl because hedone a poo! But I think the best bit was when the Kestrel landed
on Kaci, Alex, Kelsey and Bethany. They took the African Eagles hood off Also they tied to
make themfly across the hall, it was anmazing. The Kestrel eats lizads and insects. The Eagle
Owl hunts with his ears. If an owl’s eyeis yellow it means it hunts in the day, orange day and
night, black or brown means it hunts a night. A Kestrels wings are triangle because it makes the
Kestrel faster.” By Scott Kimber

St George’s Junior School — ‘The Ride’
This story came as a result of a visit to Sandringham recently as
part of the Victorian work Koala class has been doing.

I was sitting on my silk chair in the golden sunshine, talking to
ny friend beside ne. The birds wer chirping softly; I snelt
the sweetsnelling flowers, swaying gently in the breeze. My
friend was drawing a pottrait of me. “How does it look so far
Martha?” she said softly.
“Great,” I replied happily. My small dog was running at ny &
feet. I watched the trees sway gently from side to side. My
body was bathed in sunlight. I thought of my future, and i
sonething amazing would happen soon, but ny thoughts were
interrupted by a strangenoise. A kind ofhonking noise I'd say.
Then King Edward appeared by mmagic, satin a strange thing.
“Cone and try this wonderful thing!” he cried and I nodded, o - 4
cousse. I clinbed in the back ofthe strange thing, through a little door. It was very strange to be
sittingon a sea ofa strange mode of transpott. The ride was very bunpy andit went very slowly.
Every time we passed an aninml, it ran away insurprise. We passed a gardener who backed away
in horror. I wondered what on earth this thing was, I couldn’t make myself heard! When I got
back hone, [ ran up the stony path. I gotout my diary and wrote about what had happened. After,
I sat down quietly, considering what I should do. I was speechless of course and told all my
friends what I did. I couldn’t believe I rode in the first ever notor car. I rushed to tell my nother.
“Mother! MOTHER! Cone here quickly, [ have sonething amazingto tell you!” I exclaimed.
“Wha ever is the matter Martha, are you sick?” my nother replied woriedly. “Of course not, I
went on aridewith King Edward,” I told her the stoty,“ and we went in something called a notor
car!” “ A notor car, whatever is tha?” “A kind of coach with no horses pulling it, and you can
drive it!” My nother could not believe it and neither could I! Every tine I see somebody in a
notor car, I smile and think, I drove in the first oneto be made.
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News from Dersingham Infant and Nursery School

Once again our children were out and aboutin the community inthe lead up to Christmas. Our
Year 2 children sang Christrmas songs at The Gables Nusing Hone and also at the community
roomat Orchard Close. In addition our joint choirwith St George’ s sang a the village Christmas
event at Thaxters, the Christingle a St Nicholas™ Church and at both Christmmas Fairs. The
children’ s musical abilities were very well received. In addition we held three performances of
‘I's aBaby’ and raised £179 towards a new incubator at the Spedal Care baby unit at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital.

Congratulaions toour staffand children for once again achieving the Sportsmark for 2007 for
our PE provision both within theschool day and through our Extended Schools Agenda.PE
continues tobe a strength of our school and once again wehave after school sports clubs on offer
this term

Looking ahead our Year2 children will be enjoying a ‘Cirazs Skills Day’ at HeachamInfant
and Nursery School when we join with themfor our annual parttnership day. The children hope to
learn juggling, balancing skills and enjoy ‘downing around’ ! Our children will be using the village
environment to support theirwoik for their ‘Houses and Hones’ topic.

And finally, thepost of Headteacher for Septenber has now been advettised and interviews
will take place at the end of February.

News from St George’s Church of England Junior School

We were delighted to be able to join with the Infant and Nursery school to sing carols with them
over the run up to Chiistnas. Each class in school also performed to parents theirversion ofthe
Nativity followed by poetty, pantomine, and a mini musical. These were well received.

We are very proud ofthe fact that the ‘ Canpaign to Protect Rura England’ has given the
school and award for its ‘wildlife area with disabled access’ . Mrs Keeley who masterminded the
creation ofthe area was thoroughly delighted and was also featured on Anglia TV recently along
with sone ofthe Wildlife Club menbers.

At the awards cerenpny we were delighted to receive an award from The Canpaign to Protect
Rural England for our wildlife area with access for the disabled.
Fromleft to right: Martin Walton, judge; David Yates, landscape designer; Ann Pope, head
teacher; Annette Keeley,
project manager; Joann
Bullen, parent helper, Ta ;
Julian Wells Target follow & :\ﬁ
Group Ltd, sponsor. ;

The PE provision in
school has also been
recognised as a strength of
the school as we have
again achieved the
Sportsmark for 2007. Our
thanks goto Mrs Bryan
and Mr Rudd for making
this possible.
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KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

100 Norfolk Street,
King's Lynn
. PE30 TAQ
Telephone: 01553 766578
www.country-kitchens.com

Satistaction by
Design

Installation by our own

professional fitters

Supply Only Available
Trade Enquiries Welcome

Free Parking

Over 400 Styles with
Packages to Suit All Budgets




Bernie’s Bytes

I could not recognise anyone on the Nativity picture. Toc H picture, this was taken outside the
post office before it was extended. From left, Gladys Twite,?, Mrs Linford, Elizabeth Neae
(Flegg), Judith Nurse, Aubrey Bell, Violet Wardae, Nurse Earle, Nora Nusse, Evaline Houchen,
Edna Walden, ?, ?, Roly Linford. The Toc H sang at various places round the village collecting
noney for charity, on the last night visiting Sandringham House. After one carl outside they
would be invited inside where the royals would gather and further carols would be sung, at the
finish refieshnments would be provided. Mothers’ Union dinner, from right. Mis Glass, Edna
Walden, Mrs Barrett, Mrs Bolton, Mrs Winterton, Nora Nurse, Mrs Meek. Bellringers - Ron
Thaxter, George Batterbee, Cecil Ebberson, Fred Rix, John Bunn, Alec Nurse. George Batterbee
was the verger, also known by the nane of Croply. Cecil Ebberson was the ringing captain, he was
awatch repairer, and had a shop at Snettishamnext to what is now a frane shop. Choir - Back row
from left, Teddy Rye the choirmaster, Ridley ?, Billy Andrews, Bernard Riches, John Playford,
Bill Playford, Wallace Twite, Roly Linford, the only one I can namre on the front row is second left
Dennis Back. Teddy Rye reached sixty years service with the choir. Billy Andrews had the
greengrocers, Bernard Riches sadly died in a car crash in his twenties. The Playfords owned the
bakers, from the dress it looks like a choir practice. The Houchen photo. I think it was probably
taken around 1947, possibly to record the finishing of the new garage. The nan on the left would
have been Tom Houchen and the one on the right, with the dog, Reg, his brother. The cars,
guessing here, but the one on left I think was a Hunber, and the one on right an Austin. These were
used as taxis. The chara, I don’ tknow the make, another guess, a Dennis or Gifford. The colour, the
bottomhalfblack the top halfred. I can renenber riding in the chara. Oneoccasion was when Bob
Bownan fromWest Newton got married, the reception was at Chosely, and the chara was used to
carry guests. On the way home bumping over Docking railway crossing the lights went out, after
creeping along for a little way another bunmp brought themback on and we got home with no nore
trouble. After the war Houchens purchased new buses on a regular basis. The first onebeing around
1947 a twenty-seven sea Bedford, nunber HNG 953 (see photo below). This was the first bus I




drove. In 1949 the next one had twenty nine seats nunber KAH???. In the early fifties a new
nodel Bedford with thittythree seas was bought, number NNG? followed by a thirty-five
seater, I passed my PSV test with this one. These with sone second hand buys and two mini
coaches made up the fleet for a nunber of years. The drivers were a mix of full and part tine.
Sone nanes that conme to mind were Eric Archer, George Smith, Joe Pinder. The wotk done
induded school contradts, excursions, and, in later years, holidays. They were a big patt of the
village, and people had alot ofenjoynent fromtrips they went on. The photo of Houchens stirred
up nenories, besides their normal day to day work in the fifties they started coach holidays. I
think the first one was to Lynmouth in Devon, this was in the sunmer after the flood, and
although the hotels were open and the area cleaned up the damage done could still be seen. The
party consisted of fiiends and people fiom the village so everybody on the bus knew each other.
During their stay there would be day trips to different places in Devon. Later holidays included
Llandudno in Wales, Moreconbe and the Lake District, Northem Ireland, and Dunoon in
Scotland, on this tiip two coaches went. ( If you read this Eric, remenber the bus ride was better
than the boat trip!) Later holidays were organised by George Harrison a teacher at Gaywood Park,
who on leaving teaching staited Harrison Holidays, so if anyone reading this has had a holiday
with Harrison’s this is where it all began. Another tiip every year was to Blackpool to see the
lights. The bus would leave on Friday morning, get to Blackpool by late afternoon, in the evening
go to ashow. Saturday, in the norning perhaps go to the shops, in the afternoon the Tower or a
football match, this was when Bladkpool were in the old first division and Matthews, etc. were
playing. In the evening another show then on to the bus for a tour of the lights. Sunday hone, a
tinng weekend but a good one. All this was done in the days before notorways and although the
buses and hotels were as good as you could get, it seens a lot different to what is expected today.
There were a lot of coach firns in the area and like Houchen’ s alot have gone, but Reg and Dora
led the way with holidays .

Royal Sandringham Estate Sawmill

Sandringham,
Norfolk

RANGE OF HIGH QUALITY 45 mm THICK LOG CABINS
IDEALFOR ANY BACK GARDEN

DECKING TABLE & CHAIRS BIRD TABLES TRELLIS
PANELS FLOWERBOXES LOGROLLS GATES

ALL TIMBERS AREPRESSURE TREATED
WE ALSO SELL:

FENCINGPANELS RUSTICPOLES ARCHES MACHINED POLES
01485 543641 FAX 01485 543239
OPEN 0730 CLOSE 1600 HRS SAT 0800 CLOSE 1200 HRS




Greetings from the manse

= “::,% I read recently a little article about a school motto that was worn on pupils'

p . clothing, on the school's letter headings and, of course, carved above
% o the main door. The notto was in Latin and translated meant, 'Tlisten,
I1ook, Ilearn'. A very inpressive appropriate message for a school
but when it was selected many years agono one had anyidea what
the words AUDIO, VIDEO, DISQO would one day mean in English,
e 4 = butwe do today! These words are deeply enbedded in popular
culture through technology and recreation, and ifI'mnot really a disco person I marvel at the
pleasure and entertainment level (ifnot always thequality and suitability) ofthe ever developing
communication nedia.

This nottoserves very well to remind us about Lent, the fast offorty days before Easter. Today
we donot stiictly observe the fasting requirenments traditionaly associaed with keeping Lent.
Generally this meant only one small neal a day with neat, fish and eggs being asolutey
forbidden. Instead we try to give up sonmething or other for this period to commune with Jesus who
fasted inthe wilderness for forty nights and days. Be warned however, some years ago I gave up
tea and coffee and have never really taken themup again! For a Methodist that's willpower!

In this sensethere is a sacramental dimension to what we do, in that outward and visible actions
express innerinvisible changes. OurLent activities of prayer, study, reflection, fellowship and
worship conbine the outward and inward, the visible and invisible, as preparation for Holy week
and the joyful celebration that Christ is Risen, and neets us in the risen life tha is the heavenly
Father's gift to us. Yes, LOOKING, LISTENING, LEARNING is a good notto and reminder for
private and public devotion. Itis our notto as Chiist's people for Lent and beyond.

Why not make an effort to join a Lent Groupto do sonme Disco! It will do your "street cred" and
souls a power of good! There is an ecunrenical group nmeeting on Wednesdays at 7.00pmduting
Lent. With every blessing, KimNally.

The Ecunenical Group neetings are held on Wednesdays a 7pm The thene this year is Easter
Hymns. The venues are theParish Churches as follows:

Feb 13 - Heacham - Michael Brock

Feb 20 - Dersingham - Bp Janes Langstaff

Feb 27 - Hunstanton - KimNally

Mar5 - Sandringham - John Bloondfield

Mar 12 - Snettisham - Steve Davies

VILLAGE VOICE NEEDS AN EDITOR

If you like words and pictures, have some
spare time and would like a creative
challenge the Village Voice team would like
to hear from you. You won't be working
alone and unaided but you will be able to
shape this magazine for the future.
Contact the Council Office on
541465 or e-mail
dersingham pc@tiscali.co.uk
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( flowers by Yvonne

Professional Florists for your
Special Occasion

.@ Interflora.

g

e~}

| 01485 540628

FAnniversaries
Bixthdays

Weddings

dfunexals

®  Same Day Deliveries

25 Manor Road, Dersingham,
King’s Lynn PE316LD J

TRUCK MOUNTED CLEANING SYSTEM

@[LEWJ@

YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
For a FREE Quotation Please Call

01485 540555

www.clean-thru.couk

M J SYSTEMS
BURGLAR ALARMS

Looking for security ?

Then call us now for your free estimate
Burglar alarm installations
CCTV &Door Entry
All work guaranteed
Tel: 01485 544215 or
07711 959183
Don’t delay—Call us today!

Full Range of Curtains, Wooden & Vertical Blinds,
Curtain Accessories, Fabric, S oft Furnishings,
Free Consultation & Hanging Service

PN Intetions

25 Viceroy Close, Dersingham

King’s Lynn, Noifolk, PE31 6 PR

Tel: 01485 542665

Iris Broughton

Evening
Yoga Classes
Suitable for All
@ Pott Row —~
Methodist Chapel
Tel: 01485 601136

A.S.K. FRAMES & Things

Picture Framing Specialists

Gifts, Cards, Clocks,
Batteries, Photoframes

61 Manor Road, Dersingham
01485 540292
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Do You Recognise Any Of The 1953 ‘Neighbourhood Safety Team’?

Police
1953 Style a
Dersingham

Police Station in
Manor Road




www.ajdautorepairs.com

AJD auto repairs
Wotor %/Lic/é! Eﬂg Lneers

® CARS @ LIGHT COMMERCIALS @
% ® MOTOR CYCLES @ %
@ AIR CON SERVICE & REPAIR @
5 BANK RoAD, DERSINGHAM
KinGg’s LYnN, NorrFoLk PE31 6HW

AJD| 1 (01485) 540039 |AJD

repairs email: info@ajdautorepairs.com repairs

- GUY PLAYFORD’S N
d%) SUPREME CARPETS @b
THE HOME SELECTION SPECIALISTS

Persian, Indian and Chinese 100% Wool LAMINATE FLOORING FULLY INSTALLED

FREE* FREE
Underiay, Fitting, Door bars, etc, Delivery, Measuring, planning on all
on ALL pattern book ranges roll ends and stock ranges
QUALITY RUGS VINYLS
Hand Knotted Crafted Rugs QUALITY RHINO FLOOR VINYLS

SHOWROOM OPEN
MON TO FRI 11 am - 5 pm, SAT 10 am -2 pm
FORESTER’S HALL, MANOR ROAD, DERSINGHAM

Tel: 01485 542384
For Home Selection phone 8 am - 8 pm

*Terms & conditions apply
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= ¢ The Editor has been fortunate enough to have o H

=7 Sandringbam been given the loan of many copies of ‘The $|1mlri|lghi|mli

1 “ Sandringham Estte Magazine’ dating from 1 =

o Estte 1898 to 1903, which also incorporate " Estale

il Magazine. ‘The Church Monthly’ dh: Magazine.

; Pemission has been kindly given by the : E

i For the Beiler of i  Sandringham Esfate for us to publish extracts = i Frr e Bertibs of £

3 SenoarnOHASTERRRORRETYT from these magazines for whichwe are = ShHORIKTHANIERSSST oMYy
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The following article has been

reproduced fromthe May 1903 edition
and wewill publish further extractsin
future issues ofthe village voice.

THE CEASELESS FIGHT WITH FIRE.

A GLANCE AT SOME NEW H RE BRI GADE APPLI ANCES

BY F.M. HOLMES. Author of “The Gold Ship,”etc.

NE norning, a few years ago, London wokeup to read the
striking announcemnment:

“Hrst Rescue by the New Horse Fire-Escape!” Thereupon
London rubbed its eyes, and asked: “Whatis this new
contrivance?”

Not very long afterwards appeared another announcenent -
nanely, tha thenew horsed-escape had rescued life with
remarkable pronptitude & a fire in Goswell Road; and London
nodded its head in great approval.

Then Brown sad to Jones that hehad seen one ofthese new
escapes, and very smart it looked. And Jones replied to Brown
tha he, for his pat, had noticed a grea many nore tablets
bearing the letter "H" placed about the. streets than formerly.
Wha did they mean? Had they any-thing to do with the
extinction offire? . .

Yes, they had; they meant Hydrants. And a hydrant, Brown
believed, was sonething which could throw a jet of water on a
fire without an engine.

Brown was right. A hydrant is an elbow-shaped pipe placed
just beneath the pavenent, and connected with the great water
main below; the pressure inthe mnin is so strong - probably about thitty-five pounds to thesquare
inch, or alittle more — that when thehydrant is opened and the hose attached the water rushes out
in a grea jet. Hydrants were notintended to supersede engines, butto afford a ready neans for
easily obtaining an anple supply of water. Nevertheless, a jet can beobtained fromthem for
playing on a fire without an engine. Sone hydrants are furnished with two necks, enabling two
delivery hoses to beworked.

The systemofplanting hydrants all overthe imnense territory ofthe London County Council -
an area of about a hundred and seventeen square miles - has been steadily followed ever since the
Council cane into existence. Thus, in 1889, there were 8,881, while the nunmber has now increased
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to nore than 26000. In orderto enablethis result to be acconplished the Coundl have had to call
upon the Water Conpanies to give a continuous supply throughout their respectivedistricts.

During thelast few years severa vety important improvenents havebeen proceeding in the
London Fire Biigade-improvenents which are nodoubt illustraive of developmnents elsewhere.
The new horsed-escape was first introduced to the Brigade in July, 1897, and the first actual rescue
oflife by one ofthe new appliances took place in October, 1898.

The extension action ofthe escape is telescopic, and the gear can be easily worked by two nen;
More than fifty horsed-escapes are in use in the Brigade, while a nummber of manual-escapes have
remained.

But the question oflength was spedally brought before the public by theloss oflife at a fire in
the City in the summrer of 1902; and the authorities took pronpt action in the matter. Their escapes
were not all ofsimilar length; but the machines, ninety-five in number, which had previously
reached to a height of only forty feet were fitted with "extension ladders," which enabled the
contrivances tobe used to a height of more than fifty feet for the purposes of saving life.

In August ofthat yearofficers and men might be seen daily undergoing instruction in the useof
the improved machine at the headquarters ofthe Brigade in Southwark Bridge Road.. It may now
be taken for granted that in any town where the buildings reach to any degree ofheight the fire-
escapes should be nade capable ofextension to fifty feet, for the tendency seemns tobe toincrease
the height ofurban edifices. Still further, the escape may be used a a water-tower ifnot required
for saving life. By nounting the ladder with hose in their hands the firemen can direct a jet of water
directly into the burning building, and possibly on tothe sourceofthe fire itself. When, therefore,
persons flippantly criticise a fire brigade, and sneer at its officers for not enploying a water-tower;,
they should pause toinquire whether a lofty escape used in this manner is not equally, or even
nore efficient.

Yet another improvenent in the fight with fire is the utilization of fire-alarmposts for telephonic
puposes. Everyone musthave noticed the shoit red posts by which in London an electric fire-
alarmcan be rung a oncein the fire station; and now by means ofan arrangenent devised by the
ChiefOfficer, a portable telephone can be plugged into the post by firemen; and a message can be
telephoned fromthe fire by thoseon the spot to the station; instead of sending back the coachnman
ofthe engine, or escape, with a wiitten message. The nunber ofthese fire-alarmposts has been
continualy increased, and gradually all are being adapted for telephonic messages.

On the river a selfpropelling fire-float had been introduced sone years previously, the vessels
used for this service were conparatively large, and carried both punping and propelling
machinery, but they could not be used effectively at al states ofthe tide. They were, noreover,.
costly to maintain and to keep under steam There fore when SirEyre M. Shaw was Chief Officer,
these large vessels were discarded and tugs substituted, drawing about nine feet of water and
hauling fire-floats - thatis, rafts carrying punping-engines and floating in about two feet of water.

It would appear to be an obvious advantage tohave a selfpropelling fire-float capable of
appmoaching close to the riverside, and the Chief Officer designed a craft ofthat description.

She is a twin-screw vessel, eighty feet in length with sixteen feet beamy The draft does not
exceed two feet, and the speed is about tenknots an hour. In the fore part ofthe vessel are stationed
punps capableofthrowing 1,250 gallons a minute. Delivery outlets are fitted on each bow and
quartter sotha thevessel can be manoeuvred even should the engine-power temporarily fail. The
craft lies at the landing-stage, which the Council constmcted at the Victoria Enmbanknent near
Blackfiiars Bridge. Furtthernore, two ofthe rafts carrying steamfire-engines, and drawing about
two feet of water have been rendered self-propelling by apparatus for punmping jets of water
through apertures in thestem and bows, while two ofthe tugs hitherto only used for towing
puposes have been furnished with punps for fire extinction. But, notwithstanding all these
developnents, mankind is sonmetinmes beatenin his ceaseless fight with fire. Great damage is
wrought to propetty and occasionally, sad to say, even life itselfis lost. in face of such a foe, it
seens incredible that men should not take every possible precaution, and yet it is doubtful if, for
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instance, valuable public buildings, such as
ancient- churches; are adequately insured.
Yet suchbuildings are liable to the attacks
of fire as are other edifices; S, Mary's,
Whitechapel, perished inthe flanes a few
weeks after it was built. Archdeacons send
out their papers of questions, but whatifthe
answers beperfunctory? . The real question
is as to the adequacy ofthe insurance. A
church may have a beautiful stained-glass
window, or other valuable objects added to
its structure, or its propetty, and yet the
insurance remains unchanged, This surely is
not good business managenent, to say the
least.

But such an aspect ofthe subject does not
primarily concem the fire brigades. With .
themrest the great question of appliances, of [
organisation, and of personal effort; |
continualy face to face with the foe, they
have to beat himdown, and snatch vicins
fiom his fiery grasp; and while attention is |
given to the nachinery of the fight, the men, [fi&
we are assured, will continueto exhibit the |
sane skill and bravery in the future as
tradition assigns themto the past.

GARY RUSHMORE FLOORING o

SALE

from 1st February to 1st March 08

To celebrate our 10th Anniversary!
e selected roll ends at £10.00
e 20% OFF all other roll ends
* 10% OFF all stock flooring
* 10% OFF all pattern book ranges




James Graven

Estalilsified 1860

Budgens

Dersingham

Your local family
owned community
store

o Home delivery e Lottery o Recycling facilities

o Free parking e Paypoint e DVD Rental

Monday—S aturday 7am—9pm, Sunday 10am—4pm
Lynn Road, Dersingham, Tel: 01485 544055

www.jamesgraven-retail.co.uk




The Editor Thanks Neil Adams

For Having Supplied
So Many Sketches
For Use By

Village Voice

Over The Years

Some Of Which Are Show n Here

Preluve to Spring

& 0. adanas
WY, J00%
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My How Schools Change; Terry Termite, Reporter
(The undemround reporterwho wood’ love fo stop ‘boring’.)
It was sunny! It was hot! It was a Sunday! It was even a hot sunny Sunday in August. But that
wasn’ t going to stop the children from going to the school. As I saw so many children and parents
heading towards the school, I became curious. There wasn’t
much going on around where I live. Even in this modern age of
multi-channel television, there wasn’t much point in watching
’ repeats of the repeats shown last week; so at last I decided to go
@ to the school. Tessie must have seen the light in my eye, for
just then she said, “ Terty, will you take young Tommy out of
this house for alittle while? I can’t get dinner answering all the
questions he is throwing at me. Will I be glad when school
restarts for the next school year! Believe me, I wish some
public spirited citizen would ask for a law that made school be
in session all year ound. I'm wom out with all the children
wanting to know how far is it to space? What makes a jet plane
go so fast? How high is up? And all the other simple things in
life that we adults just accept. Please Terry, get himout ofthe
way so that I can get my breath.
Tessie dear,“I' dbe glad to,” I lied gallantly. I wasn’t glad to at
all, but it gave me a chance to find out what was going on.
“Come on Tommy,” I called,“ Let’s go over to theschool.”
“Okay Pop,” he answered and before you could countto one, we were on our way. Itdidn’t take
long for us to discover that al the people had come to the school for thespecial villagepicnic.
Soonwe were having a great time watching all the big people and all the little people, as well as all
the very little people having a good time. There were races, two-legged and three-legged, there was
boule. So much was going on that it became difficult to report it all. How the children and the
grown-ups all dapped and cheered as each ofthe contests took place. I was screaming and
hollering with the rest when Tommy exclaimed, “ Hey Pop, look, here comes ourold head-teacher.”
“Don’ t besilly,” Ireturned. Retired head-teachers don’t come to a village picnic.” “Well maybe
they don’ t, butshe is here now.” Sure enough there was the recently retired head-teacher smiling
and laughing whilst talking to all the people. Just then there was an announcement overtheP A
system,“ Would our retired head-teacher please come to the microphone?” The retired head-teacher
didjust that. So did I, for I didn’t want to miss anything. I could tell fromthe look on her face that
she was wondering what they wanted her for, but she didn’t have to wait
long. Assoon as she arrived theparish councillors gave her the job of
awarding theprizes to the winners ofthe contests. Some prizes were
funny littlehats, some were boxes oftoffees and some ofthem were
lollipops, notjust plain lollipops but great big ones, almost as big as
saucers. How I wished I could have won one ofthose! It would have kept
all the little termites quiet for a week and Tessie and I would havepeace
and quiet for some hours ofthe day at least. When the last prize was
awarded thehead-teacher started to walk away, but theschool governors
stopped her for they had orchestrated the whole process. They had a
prize too. At least it looked like a prize. A big box covered with pretty
paper and decorated with ribbons. The chairofthe school governors
started to make an announcement and all the people listened.
“What isit Pop?” Tommy asked about a dozen times.“ How do I know,
do you think Thave x-ray eyes?” I answered rather testily, “ Just keep
still and listen and you may find out.”
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The govemors’ chairman was coming to the end ofthe
announcement, “...and so as a token of our appreciation, the
governors and the parents, past and present, give you this little gift
hoping thatit will always bring happy memories of your time at the
village school!”

The retired head-teacher thanked themall and then opened thebox.
Inside was a blue book full of pictures. There were pictures ofboys
and girls; there werepictures of mothers and fathers; there were
pictures ofthings that had happened through theyears. The head-
teacher wenthome surprised and happy. The rest of August passed
by and the school reopened for a new school year and everyone
welcomed and adapted to the new head-teacher.

Penwas put to paper by a retired govemor with deep and heartfelt
thanks to Mrs Jackie Austin for all the enthusiasm, guidance, :
patience and suppott for the Infant and Nussery School ofDersmghamover the last 7 oris it 8 years.
It was written with an abundance of poetic licence and an elementoftongue in cheek. I wish Jackie
along and happy retirement and remind herthat shewill besorely missed when she retires in July.
God bless Jackie. Len Matthews

DERSINGHAM METHODIST CHURCH

The refurbishmentis complete. In justover twelve months wehave achieved our goal and are
delighted with the result. The total costs are approximately £50,000 and we wish to record our
grateful thanks to all who have helped to raise this by donations including the Parish Council and by
attending ourvarious events. The Church premises are light, warm, comfortable and welcoming.
The rededication service on 15" January was attended by some ofthe contractors as well as
friends fromthe village and the area.
We are not standing still, our next step is to renew the path round the Church and I amsure we
will soon find something else to do!
We look forward to seeing you at any ofour services and various events:
Coffee mornings at 1000 a.m. 16" February, 15 March, 19" April
Annual Flower Festival 22" — 26™ May
Easter Sunday Services
8.30 a.m. Holy Communion, Services 10.30 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Should you wish to hire the hall please contact Paul and Jane Clay on 542241.
Forinformation on Church events please contact Philip and Elizabeth on 54 1068.

Need help with your Computer ? custom N Oise
_ PClnstallation by -l
. E-Mail Set-up & Help Protection
S  [nternet Set-up & Help Full range of in-the-ear models for
=  Hardware Installation Game or Clay.
Software Set-up Experienced local supplier
Help with basic computing Within Norfolk Gun Tl'adir‘lg Co.
14 Greevegate, Hunstanton
Tel: Neil on 01485 542109 or 07796534028 Ring 01485 535356
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Premier Airport Services
West Winch, Norfolk

Modern fleet includes 6-seater luxury people carrier
with DVD and executive cars, including a Volvo V70
and Jaguar XJ6

Airport transfers
Wedding Car Service
Chauffeur Services
Business Contracts

Travel in comfort and style, enjoying our friendly, reliable,
safe and professional service. | employ only Ex Police
and advanced drivers or Ex Servicemen. All vehicles
have air bags and ABS braking systems

Smart dress code for all drivers

01553-842-692

All major credit cards accepted”
Visit our website for further information
Www.premierairportservices.com
Email: premierairportservices@supanet.com
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Reduce YOUR speed..

Road Safety in Norfolk
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TURF & GROUNDCARE MACHINERY SPECIALISTS

SPECIALIST DEALER FOR: Lawnflite ~ Countax ~ Briggs & Stratton ~ Amerityre
Air-Seal Products ~ Masport ~ Simplicity

For all your Garden Machinery repairs from
a pair of shears to a compact tractor

CALL

01485 540645
www.randbmowermen-d.co.uk

The Workshop
Marsh Farm
Wolferton
King's Lynn
PE31.6HB

=D

\4 Y.
ol 'Home-Start
IR ) K Lynn & W Norfolk

(Charity No. 1110054)
Working in conjunction with

o Personal Tax Returns & Self

HUNSTANTON h
CHILDREN’S CENTRE Assessment Advice '
e offers ort ¢ Annual Accounts & Audit
Supp ¢ Independent Pension & Investment
e friendship Advice

o VAT Returns, Payroll & Book-keeping
Service

e practical help
If your children are under

5 you can ask for help. For an appointnent //urs cortact

Mrs K H Gigg, FCA on 01485 534800

or
Why not become a Volunteer? The Office, 20 King’s Lynn Road
Tel: 01553 762706 Hunstanton Norfolk PE36 SHP

Registered to carry on audit work and regulated for
a range of investment business activities by
The Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales
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Can Anyone Identify The Property To Which This Document Relates ?

Memeranbem of Agreemend.

Tr:.l.ru.-_-.u-..,.-u Lanlos OF Llonerr ;:iﬁ.;,..-'.'....}r

b y T
I{..,."u".l!- iy ot Rt Bl e, i ki iy hsvimr By Paeelanss: i Lt

n"ﬂfm aialinsd 1n lt el pastivaian for s s o £ Keoenalonel, el Ao Ap o veverds

sl i e flarepring seaniifions, s kme i il (s S f Ut Subltiors.of ok Pimaler, e s of Aot

Iﬁu.u-.d'.l' ap m sleyomcl swd sa pand papemead pf Jlr gacd purelas ey
i itavn e bt hla EF & day -.-'::..,,p 18 77
i . d
g
! " T i ' : % - &1 L
N : _ - I -1,_ ..
Ermsming wupadd ., - A 5 = :-.h;r

It’s Not The Dog’s Fault!!

A member ofthe Village Task Force took responsibility for clearing up
the mess left by the inconsiderate dog owner at thejunction of Centre
Vale and Post Office Road, not for the first time in recent months.
Duiring these winter months the quantity ofdog mess left in the village
has increased greatly. Don’ t spoilit for everyone, use thebins ortake it
home!

Editor’s Note; T he following is an extr act fromthe current Dersingham Data (Page 57)

Dog Fouling
Dersinghamis now covered by the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act. This means that any person in
charge ofa dogis guilty ofan offence i fthey fail to clean up after their dog on the Recreation
Ground, the Sports Field or any area alongside a highway within a speed limit 0f40 mph or less.
Anyone found guilty ofthe offence is liableto a fine ofup to £1000. The Parish Council maintains a
large number of'doggi€ bins around the village (sites are marked on the street map enclosed with
this edition of Dersingham Data). Anyone walking a dogis asked to place any mess that their dog
makes in one ofthe bins.Plastic doggie bags are available fromthe Parish Council office and cost
£1.50 per 100. These are preferableto supermarketbags as they are much smaller and donot
prematurely fill the bins.
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3
Burreéiis.

Chartered Taxation Advisers
Chartered Accountants
Chartered Certified Accountants
Registered Auditors

We are a local firm specialising in taxation and financial matters
for individuals and families

Jubilee House, Jubilee Court, Dersingham, PE31 6HH

Tel: (01485) 540295
Fax: (01485) 544469
E-Mail: burrells@btconnect.com

The Wrought Iron & Brass Bed Co.

handmade in Norfolk

Please come and visit us at our new shop at:
61 Manor Road, Dersingham, Norfolk PE31 6LH

open: Tuesday-Friday 10-4pm & Saturday-Sunday 10-3pm
telephone: 01485 542800

www.wroughtironandbrassbed.co.uk




Dersingham Judo Club

We at Dersingham Judo Club would like to report on progress made since we opened just over
sixteen months ago in September 2006.

Having held weekly sessions (Monday evenings, 500 to 7.00 pmat St George’ s School) during
this time, membership has expanded to include neary forty children and about a dozen adults;
approximately a halfofthem are always in attendance at each practice.

One rather unusual, but pleasing, feature ofa provincial club such as ours is that wehave now
gotthreeblack belts to help with tuition; normally there is only one. (Remember in judo, only an
adult can attain this rank; it is not like some other martial arts, which give themaway for much less
achievement to eager children). Oneofthe high spots last year was ourvisit to a course mn by
former World Champion and double Olympic medallist, Neil Adams. He is hoping to visitus atour
Summer School, which will takeplace in Hunstanton, at the end of July.

Another high point was when we attended the National Junior Squad trials. We had two
students selected to train with this squad, a great achievement for all ofus. They are now hoping
for a place in the teamwhich will travel to Europe in a few months.

Most recently we had a very successful Christmas Party, which went well mainly due to the
efforts of many ofour parents. We are looking forward to organising more social events, such as
BBQs, inthe summer.

Our clubis opento people ofall ages, and about a third ofour students are gids and ladies.
Although it is an Olympic spo1t, with many ambitious young competitors in our club, we dohave a
great deal offun. Most of our students have passed their first grades, some their second, and with
time [ am sure we will see themgo on to really good things. Eventually pethaps, reaching that
coveted, and often elusive, black belt.

Should anyonewish to visit us, or joinin, please contact me on 01485 542888.
Brian Poucher — 2ndDan

Pictured left to right

Back row
“Sandy” 2nd dan
Terry Whelan 7th dan
Neil Adams MBE 8thdan

Tony Eadson 7th dan

Front row
AllanJones 8th dan
“Mary” 2nd dan

Brian Poucher 2nd dan




Window Cleaning

Would you like the cleanest windows in your street?
Our policy is to clean the complete unit, not just the
glass,so frames and sills are cleaned at no extra cost.

We also clean conservatory windows and r oofs.

For a Reliable & Friendly
Service Call Barry

01485 535446
07817 116265

f COMPUTER

Comput proI ems r ectified in your home
We offer a“nofix, no fee” policy.
Discretion is guaranteed.

Home Repairs + Upgrades

You will find our rates very competiti ve. Phone (01553) 769542
O.A.P.receivea 10% discount. Mobile (07876) 206660

Internet ready machines from £155.00 (Recon) E-mail comp.doc@tlscah.co_uk
Laptops from £265.00 (Reconditioned) Wor kshop/ office hours

We cansolve any of your pc problems. 11:00am-7:00pm Mon-Sat +

Upgrades — Home Repairs — Health Checks — Broadband Installation
"\ Wireless Network Set Up —Virus Removal — Slow Computers Cured. J

FREE BANKING

For Barclays, Lloyds, Co-op etc

S E— Commission Free
Abbey Farm Organics on Foreign Currency
Car Tax

Fresh organic produce .
deliv ered direct to your home. BT bills and much more

Most v egetables grown All a\./ailable at your
locally in West Norfolk. Local Dersingham Post Office

tel: 01485 600094 01485 540201

www.abbeyfarm.co.uk
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THE ROAD TO THE BEACH
By Elizabeth Fiddick

In many ofthe old documents that I have looked through or read about there are frequent
references to the old street names ofthis village. Chalkgate, Haresgate, Streetgate, Ffychamway,
are just a few. One document records, "A path by the swamp leading to Doddshill called Wadgate.”
Unfortunately no maps accompany the documents to positively identify the positions ofthese
ancient roads. One ofthe oldest track ways hereis ofcourse SugarLane. A document of 1780
which describes the roads leading to the two mills which once stood high above the village,
records, "One other road, being an ancient lane, beginning at the S.E. corner of the yard of Francis
Hill and proceeding ina Northdirection to and over the land allotted to Dixon Hoste, till it joins
the last mentioned road near the said mill in the possession of John Stanton for theuse of persons
going to andfrom the said mills." Another ancient track way whichis still walked today is The
Drift opposite Manor Road and now munning alongsidethe Mountbatten Estate. Its full name,
Center's D1ift, used to be on a road sign there when I first came to thevillage. This track used to
run unimpeded fromthe village down to the marshes and the sea. In centuries past the sea came
much closerto the village thanit does now. There is a document in the Record Office which
gives,” a surveyof all the ports, creakes and landing places within the countie of Norfolk." It
desciibes ourvillage in this way, "There is a haven or cricke called Dersingham Haven to which
sayde town adjoyneth and belonging having habitation and householders therein to the numbers
LXXV and ye shippes and other vessels yet lade or unlade there are licensed by warrent."
Armstrong's History of 1781 describes the area in a very picturesque way. "Besidethe Ousethere
are several rivulets of less note which trickle down the cheeks of this rustic vale and influx
themselves withthe sea at ornear Lynn. A small brookrises and passes into the Lynn Channel in
Dersingham parish". Armstrong also noted that a much larger streamran near Castle Rising and
that ithad atone time been navigable for large vessels. Sir Henty Spelman referred to Castle
Rising as a "famousport.” In 1328 Edward 111 ordered one ofhis Admirals Waiter de Mauncey to
retum a Dersinghamboathe had seized unjustly. In 1338 fishing protection was granted to one
Martin, son of Peter Scott of Dersinghamand another villager, Adam, for "two little ships of
Martin and Adam madefor fishing in theport of Dersingham.”" Henry Vin 1415 included a
Dersinghamcaptain John Goolde in a commission to police the seas and attack the King's enemies.
Henty VI granted sailors from Dersinghamthe freedomof the seas. A licencewas granted to,
"Alan Lawrys of Dorsingham " with one "dogger”. A dogger was a two masted Dutch fishing boat.
In 1560 a ship called "William"based in Dersinghamwas employed in transporting corn to the
North and returning with coal. The same document records another boat belonging to John Bary
and William Nevet employed for the same purpose. There are an additional 3 mariners and 2
fishermen listed here. We know that thePell family of Dersingham Hall had several ships which
operated notonly fromthe port of Lynnbut also from Wolferton. The Drift was the road way down
to the coast. It would have passed close by Gelham Manor House which once stood just at the back
ofMountbatten Estate. At onetime the remains ofits moat could be clearly seen but unfortunately
that hasnow disappeared during thebuilding ofthe estate. Itis possiblethat The Drift is the track
named in an old document as, "Morgate that led to Gelhamhall Moore." Dersinghamchurch once
had a steeple on top of which was a lantem to help guide thesailors in fromthe sea. It was during
the seventeenth century thatthe seabegan its slow retreat fromthe village and the spireofthe
church was finally removed in 1798. The marshes were a great resource for the village. Aithur
Young, Secretary ofthe Board of Agriculture, noted in his description ofthis area the bullocks that
were fattened on the marshes. A wiry grass called "flat" was grown of which the cattle were very
fond. There were canals that drained thesoggyblack soil and pumps tumed by windmills forced the
water into certain channels. Itis possiblethat the windmill that once stood near the station was of
this kind. When the railway came in 1862 Dersinghamstation was equipped to deal with the
conveyance ofcoal, cattle and farmproduce. The old track way at The D1ift was now not so
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need for a better oad
from the station over
the marshes to the
beach was demanded.
When thevillagers met
togetherin 1901 to
discuss how to mark
the coronation of
Edward VII the
constmuction ofa road
from the station to the
,’ beach was one ofthe
-“qirst suggestions.

] However one ofthe
.4owners ofthe land
needed Sir H.
LeStrange said he
could not give the
village titleto the land
for the constuction of
aroad. Alsothere wereno promises of subscriptions for such an expensiveproject so the project
failed. It was finally agreed to raise a subscription to place a clock in the church tower. The sumof
£20. 65.0d was duly raised fromthe villagers. The contributions ranged fromjust3d to a grand £5.
400 silver Coronation medals were given to village children of 14 years and under and the clock
was installed in the Tower. It was set going on December 22nd by The Princeof Wales. I wonder
how many ofthe medals are still tobe foundin family collections. Ten years later in 1911 when
the villagers met to discuss how to mark the coronation of George V the first suggestion was once
again the construction ofa road to the beach. Although there was strong suppott for this at every
meeting it foundered on the same two problemns, the rights to the land and the expense. Mrs. Tylden
ofIngoldisthoipe was not willing to release theland for that purpose. Also the King would haveto
be apprached and thevillagers thoughtit was not right to ask himto provide the means for

comme morating his own coronation. There was also the problemofhow the road would be
maintained afterwards. A Mr. Bartlett had worked out a preliminary costing. Allowing for a road of
two miles with material at 7s. 6d a yard thetotal would be £1500. This didnot include fencing,
the costofthe land or legal charges.

This announcement was met by whistles ofamazement and was headlined in the local press
"Dersingham’s £1500 Road" Mr. Bullman observed thatit was perfectly silly to talk about making
aroad to thebeach as Dersinghamhad no foreshore and no right to the beach when it got there.
The suggestion that all the work could bedone by the local labourers was given shott shrift. An
anonymous voice fromthe back ofthe hall shouted. "You speak for yourself. It's quite enough to
work from 5 in the morning to 7 atnight." So the road scheme foundered once again. There were
other suggestions put forward at the meetings. The most serious was establishing and maintaining a
nusse inthe village. There had been several bad cases ofillness and the Rev. Lewis thought there
was anurgent need for a nurse whose services would be atthe disposal ofthe poor. He thought that
£60 a year would support a nurse. This scheme, surprisingly, did not prove popular. In fact one
villager voiced the opinion that thenumse would probably expect to be waited on hand and foot and
be provided with a house and uniform.

Moreover what would she do in a working man's house? "Would she do any deaning up ?" There
seems to have been a shared opinion that the nurse would really only benefit the better oft. Another
suggestion considered for a while was a swimming pool at The Emblems the house opposite The

|.F"5 "2 DGrresg St PR e Ak 2 convenient and the
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Feathers. Although there was agreement that it was an attractive idea it was finally considered
impractical.

Isuspectsome villagers became rather bored with all the arguing to and fro. Mr. Dyblesuggested a
road through Centre Vale but the fact that he lived there was not lost on the meeting. Needless to
say it was not carried although the present day residents ofthe area might wish thatit had been.
Another restless villager suggested that as many residents drove donkey carts and had pigsties that
they should have a pig and donkey show. Although this caused much laughterit was not voted on.
However Mrs. Tylden, although not ableto givethe villagethe land for the road, did make a very
generus donation for the building ofthe Church Institute Hall which was duly completed and
opened in 1912. It would be many years before the topic ofthe road came up again. Inhis
Millenniuminterview Geoffiey Rolfe recalled his eary life working onthe land in the village. He
stated that the only way down to the marshes resource and good access tothemwas essential. Thus
finally a concrete road was built fromthe Station down to the shingle banks.

Geofliey Rolfe reme mbered its construction vividly. As a youngster he was employed on the
marshes as a bird scarer. "I had apair of clappers made..... You waved them backwards and
forwards to keep the crows off the seed 1 used to seethe Italian prisoners of war making the marsh
road that is now the concrete road They lived in huts down on thebeach. They were brought there
every dayby lorry. 1 used to see them cooking onthe sideof the road They'd be cooking in billy
cans. There were English Officerslooking after them." Once the road was completed several
different companies worked at extracting the shingle which was used on the runways ofthe
airfields. The remains ofthe light rail track that was builtto help in this work canstill be found as
youwalk along thepaths from Dersinghamthrough to Snettishambeach. Once the war was over
the work was stopped as it was severely weakening the bank and the risk offlooding was a distinct
possibility.

This ofcouse was realised in the 1953 disaster. Mr. Rolfe recalled using the concrete road after the
war and that at 12 o'cdock each Saturday dinnertime Dan Seaman used to shut and lock the gates
so thatonly a footpath could be used. So that is how the concrete road down to the beach finally
came to be built. The whole saga reminds me a little ofthe problems in the more recent past
connected to the building ofa certain by-pass.

.“-ra ; = ; |
: : - TR |

An aerial view of the concrete road to Dersingham ‘beach’
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A Little History Lesson

This may or may not be factual, but nevertheless could be. It was received by an e-mail sent to my
former colleague Stella Cauntin 2006 and passed on to me by her for publication. It is headed:

Stuff I Didn’t Know I Didn’t Know!
Some FactsI Bet You Didn’t Know!!

In George Washington’s days, there were no cameras. On€’s
image was either sculpted or painted. Some paintings of George
Washington showed him standing behind a desk with one arm
behind his back while others showed both legs and both arms
Prices charged by painters were not based on how many people
were to be painted, but how many limbs were to be painted, Arms
and legs are ‘limbs, therefore painting themwould cost the buyer |
more. Hence the expression,* Okay, but it'll cost you an arm and |-
aleg.” ;

As incredible as it sounds, men and women took baths only
twice a year (May and October)! Women kept their hair covered, j§
while men shaved their heads (becauseoflice and bugs) and wore
wigs. Wealthy men could afford good wigs made from wool.
They couldn’t wash the wigs, so to cean them they would carve
out a loaf of bread, put the wig in the shell, and bake it for 30
minutes. The heat would make the wig big and flufly, hence the term ‘big wig. Today we often
use the term* here comes the Big Wig” because someone appears to be oris powerful and wealthy.

In the late 1700s, many houses consisted of a large room with only one chair. Commonly, a
long wide board folded down fro mthe wall, and was used for dining. The ‘head ofthe household’
always sat in the chair while everyone else ate sitting on the floor. Occasionally a guest, who was
usually a man, would beinvited to sit in this chair during a meal. To sit in the chair meant you were
important and in charge. They called the one sitting in the chair the ‘chair man.” Today we use the
expression or title “ Chairman” or “Chairman ofthe Board.”

Personal hygiene left much room for improvement. As a result, many women and men had
developed acne scar by adulthood. The women would spread bee’s wax over their facial skin to
smooth out their complexions. When they were speaking to each other, if a woman began to stare
at another woman’s face she was told, “ mind your own bee’s wax.” Should the woman smile, the
wax would crack, hence the term* crack a smile.” In addition, when they sat too close to the fire,
the wax would melt. Therefore the expression “losing face.”

Ladies wore comsets, which would lace up in the front. A proper and dignified woman, as in
‘straight laced,” wore a tightly tied lace.

Common entettainment included playing cards. However, there was a tax levied when
purchasing playing cards but only applicable to the ‘Ace of Spades.” Top avoid paying the tax,
people would purchase 51 cards instead. Yet, since most games require 52 cards, these people were
thoughtto be stupid or dumb because they weren’t “playing with a full deck.”

Early politicians required feedback from the public to determine what the people considered
important. Since there were telephones, TVs or radios, the politicians sent their assistants to local
tavems, pubs and bars. They were told to “go sip some ale” and listen to people’s conversations
and political concerns. Many assistants were dispatched at different times. “ You go sip here” and
“You go sip there.” The two words ‘go sip’ were eventually combined when referring to the local
opinion and thus wehave the term  gossip.

At local tavems, pubs and bars, people ofien drank from pint and quart-sized containers. A
barmaid’ s was to keep an eye on the customers and keep the drinks coming. She had to pay close
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attention and remember who was drinking ‘pints’ and who was drinking in ‘quarts’, hence the term
“minding yourP’s and Q’s.”

In the heyday of sailing ships, all warships and many freighters carried iron cannons. Those
cannons fired round iron cannon balls. It was necessary to keep a good supply near the cannon.
However, how to prevent them from rolling about the deck? The best storage method devised was a
square-based pyramid with one ball on top,
resting on four resting on nine, which rested on
sixteen. Thus a supply of 30 cannon balls could
be stacked in a small area night next to the|
cannon. There was only one problem... how to
prevent the bottomlayer from sliding fromunder
the others. The solution was a metal plate called
a ‘monkey’ with 16 round indentations.
However, if this plate were made of iron, the!
iron balls would quickly rust to it. The solution to the rusting problem was to make “ Brass

= Monkeys.” Few land lubbers realise that brass contracts much more and
much faster than iron when chilled. Consequently, when the temperature
1 dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much that the iron
cannon balls would come right offthe monkey. Thus, it was quite literally,
il “Cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey.” (All this time you
thoughtthat this was an improper expression, didn’t you.)

No Couch Potato??
By Kathy Jordan © 5 November 2007

Now that | am an O.A.P. —

No ‘couch potato’ will | be,

All Norfok | would lke to see —

With my bus pass | can goforfreel!!
Soon using it for further af ield —

From John O’ Groats to Huddersfield?? —
With discounts on tour spots to view,

I’ll be laughing in the barking queue —
But a novice in this pension lark —

Me and my savings may soon part —

Bills eating up my meagre wealth —
If on the slippery slope of health??
Free prescriptions are sovery nice,
Or Xmas dinners at half price,

But with many y ears to go— | hope,
I'll may be end up stony-broke!!!

So I'llcherish each and every day —
Trying to keep old age at bay —

Testing fate — I'll swear to be —
A lithe and lively O.A.P!!!
Hopefully!!
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A local business offering
all aspects of garden maintenance
domestic and commercial

Hedges
& Trees

Lawns

Borders Fencing

Ground Clearance

Our customers include
McDonalds Drive Thru® ~ King’s Lynn
Budgens ~ Dersingham

Contract work welcome
No job too small

Telephone 01485 542753
Mobile 07794 177384

FULLY INSURED
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My Patch

By Gardenwatcher

Wed. Eally December and the wind howls and the rain lashes and I really have
no inclination to go outside. Sleep is the only option!

Sat. One ofthe fat balls they put out to attract the birds for me, has
disappeared. Naturally the finger of suspicion was pointed at me until the
mauled remains were located near the new Tree Peony and re-hung onthe
feeding pole. No apology was forthcoming ofcourse. Weather still foul!

Thur. Once again the fat ball has gone. A rummage around the TP proved fruitless. Much later it’ s
net bag was found 40 feet away in the drive sans contents, so a substantial thiefis around the patch.
More threats about my idleness and general attitude have been made. YAAAAWWWWN!

Thur. Awhole week ofcold, dismal weathersince my last entry. Hehas made no attempt at
gardening and frankly, neither have I save for a little top dressing under the Camelia. This hitherto
fine specimen is looking very yellow about theleafat the moment despite his watering on some
jallop for acid lovers. Christmas decorations are now being erected affording me some potential fun .
..whoops I got my claw caught in some tinsel etc., etc.

Fri. An unexpected bonus today when a pot ofdouble cream spontaneously leapt froma recently
placed bag of shopping and burst upon hitting the floor. I was ordered to finish the cleanup operation
and afterwards was praised for my thoroughness and attention to detail.

Sun. The Xmas goose has arrived. Another challenge! Can I get itto behave as the creamdid?
Christmas Day. Did my usual performance ofbelieving thereto besome prey in theheap of
discarded wrapping paper which seems to amuse them, but instead ofthe helping ofroasted fowl I
was expecting in retum, they merely squeezed a packet ofturkey and veg mush into my bowl. Gave
themthe “epaul froid” for the rest ofthe day. Haveyet to topple the tree.

Thur. Hewas out in the garden cutting back Fuchsias. Some ofthese haveyet to succumb to winters
ravages and are still covered in green leaves. The same goes for the Geraniums he has not brought
in. Still the worst is yet to come!

Sun. Interesting development on thebird bait front. The feeder of grain that has been in place for
over a year without any avian interest (contents freshened fromtime to time) has suddenly started
doingbusiness. I spotted a sparrow onit today. However I was unableto samplethe creature.

Tue. A new year and heis removing the lastofthe Runner Bean stems butis once again leaving the
roots in place. About 70% ofthe ones heleft in 2006 came up again last summer but it was such a
poor year that the eflicacy ofthis cheeseparing method is yet tobe established. I know that any
savings he makes will not be reflected in the size of my meals!

Fri. Alarge flock of what appear to be Jackdaws has been hanging around today. They are noisy
devils and seemto lack purposeso quite what theirinterest in my area is I do not know. The supreme
beings havebeen away for a couple ofnights so mealtimes are better at the moment, the temporary
handler being easily conned still!

Mon. Already lots ofbulbs are coming into growth, buds are swelling and his wretched grassis still
growing. No doubt the mowing monster will be out soon. The water level in the wildlife pond has
dropped dramatically. Hedid drop an electricdrill and a power screwdiiver into it last summer so
maybe it is punctured. Itdoes, however, mean that the fish within are more easily viewed/caught. I
think he will put offinvestigation until the spring—and he accuses me ofbeing soft!

Sat. A remarkably uneventful week has just passed. Some wind had caused an Italian Cypress to bust
it’slashing and lie down but he was out tyingit back up intoday’s sunshine. I think I will make it
my stropping tree ofchoice for 2008. They have been animated by the discovery that Phil Collins
has a house in the village, according to Wikipedia, and the huntis now on. Little things...

Tue. Brown bin day (this weeks highlight). Stimulationis hard to come by, routine patrols around the
patch merely gets me wet with a possible assault from flying branches and other windbome detritus.
Five greenfinches buiefly visited but left before we were properly introduced. I think I will sit on his
seed catalogueto annoy him. Still it will soon be baby bird season - gives me something to dreamof.
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Body Control Pilates
Matwork Exercise - Children and Adults
o&ﬁ’/’ Small group tuition (courses) R
L Private 1:1 / 2:1 Workshops
Corporate / Leisure enquiries
Healthy lifestyle for all ages, ability, male & female

Improv ed posture, stamina, flexibility, strength, stability,
concentration, co-ordination, balance, confidence and well-being

Swedish Massage Therapy

Reliev e muscle tension, induce relaxation, whether for indulgence
or combining muscle tuning, minimising aches and pains and
enjoying a balanced sense of well being and harmony

Enquiries to Elke Martin
01485 540005

Member of Body Control PILATES ®Association
VTCT Qualified Swedish Massage Therapist

Catherine

Brinton
Y/ Beauty Therapy

e-mail: catherire @ egemma. wamdoo.cauk

Call us for, Lawn mowing,
Hedge Trimming, New Lawns,

Manicures and Pedicures

Patios, decking, Fencing and Paraffin Wax
all other garden needs. Facial Treatments
- Make-u
Contact your local Jim’s P
Mowing Operative, Eyelash and Eyebrow Treatments
Andy Johnson Waxing

on 07939 181 499 or visit

. . St Tropez
www.jlmsmowmg.co.uk

Indian Head Massage
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Bog News
February 2008

With spring just around the corner,
one can amost feel the
anticipation in the air. The busy,
winter flocks ofredpolls,
bramblings and siskins are
preparing to leave the reserve to
head back to their northern
breeding grounds. Their activity
noticeably increases in advance of
this and they gatherin chattering
flocks among the highest sprigs of
birch, occasionally bursting up into
the sky on whirring wings to avoid
the passing attentions ofthe local
sparowhawks. Just as swallows
gathering on telegraph wiresin late
summer herald the autumn, these
bustling flocks offinches on the

Oblong Ieéved'sundew

heath signal the end of winter.

Sometimes, ifconditions for their departure are favourable, these wintering flocks depart the
reserve on their homeward voyage, before the summer breeding birds arriveback at the bog, giving
the bog an eerie, deserted feel. However, the first sunny days of March quickly change this as the
plants burstback into life and rich greens
replace the sombre tones of winter.

Springtime alsosignals an end to the bulk
ofthe woik to clear the regenerating scrub
from the open heathland and bog.

This winter, contractors, volunteers and
staffhave been hard at woik clearing dense
tangles of scrub thathave regenerated across
the bog. By perodically clearing this scrub
and then allowing itto regrow, we are able to
maxi mise the varety ofconditions present on &
the bog, each phase ofits growth benefiting
different species. Clearing it will allow the
sensitive bog plants to recolonise the area and
flourish until they are gradually ‘shaded out’
by the developing overstorey of scrub which,
in turn, provides a home to nesting birds such
as grasshopper warbler.

Another species that has benefited fromthe
clearance ofthe scrub fromaround the ditch
running around the old landfill site at the
northem end ofthe reserve is the watervole
(the creature that inspired the creation of




‘Ratty’ fromWind in the Willows).
Seldomseen, theseharmless,
attractive little creatures advertise
their presence by ploppinginto the
water upon detecting the approach of
avisitor. As well as being part of
making their escape, the plopping
noise is also intended to alert other
water voles in the vicinity to the
presence ofdanger, just as rabbits
thump theirhind feet on the earth as
a warning to others of present
danger).

The more observant visitor to the
reserve may have noticed that we
have been busy erecting bat boxes
and bird nest boxes. The total of68 The Sotrack in action

boxes are result ofthe hard woik of
Chris Bryant, oneofthe reserve’s
hundred or so voluntary wardens.

As the weather warms
|up, another springtime
phenomenon occuss - the
|grass snakes and

~ |common lizards that have
- |hibernated underground
throughout the winter
emerge. Unfortunately,

| whilst there are no

snakes results in many
harmless grass snakes
being killed each year.

\
Common lizard

Notonly is this illegal, but it is also
depleting the remaining small
population ofthis beautiful creature on
the reserve — ofthe few remaining
places locally where they can still
frequently beseen.

Ash Murray
Reserve Manager
Natural England




We're here to help...

We offer a full range of legal services
for businesses and individuals.

WardGethin

SOLICITORS
8-12 Tuesday Market Place, King's Lynn, PE30 1JT i
01553 660033

www.wardgethin.co. uk

ACKSONS ;:F: 73 Westgate, Hunstanton,
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' — Tel: 01485 533723

www.jacksons-shoes.co.uk
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27 CrA77 | Jean Goodison

Carpet o Fitting @ Service ’
SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY CARPETS AND UNDERLAYS ng ht touch

JOHN TAYLOR Reflexology

TEL: 01485 544419 or 07889 403878 Indian Head Massage
HOME SELECTION SERVICE

Estimaing o Plamning & Fiting Serice Ear Candling
ASHDENE HOUSE Please telephone for
B&B further information or
Tea & Coffee mu‘:illl'brg?focrz;iﬁz: :rr:.-ee Internet access to bOOk an ap p oin tment

Open for breakfast, small fundlo.ns catered for. 01485 600551

60 Hunstanton Road, Dersingham 1]
01485 540395 o
www.ashdene-house.co.uk 0776 6 26252 0
Proprietors:- Sue & Martin Bruce ASSOCIATION of

REFLEXOLOGISTS
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mar DBridgeworld
HOMES & GARDENS

City & Guilds Qualitied ® 20 Years Experience

Property Maintenance e
Carpentry & Joinery P

P =)
Epoctess

= uPVC, Fascia Boards
: . Guttering, Cladding etc. Fitted

Ladderwork Undertaken

Garden Clearance, Design
Planting ——
& gk
Maintenance
Tree Felling & Pruning

Lawncare

PROPRIETOR
ANDREW BRIDGEFOOT

Home Tel: 01485 544618 =

Mobile: 07941 657484

21 Woodside Close
Dersingham
Norfolk, PE31 60D
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Who’s having agood time?

Joan Scorah gave us
these pictures taken at
Jl the dances that she and
her husband Marshall
used to organise inthe
sixties.

The lowershots seem
to bein the St Nicholas
church hall but who are
the people, what and
when was the

» | occasion?

o| Dare you own up?




DIARY OF SPECIAL EVENTS

Wed 13 Feb West Norfolk Constabulary Mobile Police Office Budgen’s Car Park
Wed 13 Feb 7.00 pm Heacham Parish Church Ecumenical Group Meting Ecumenical Group
Sat 16 Feb 1000 am Ders Methodist Church Coffee Moming Ders Methodist Church
Wed 20 Feb 7.00 pm Dersingham Parish Church Ecumenical Group Meting Ecumenical Group
Fri 22 Feb Hunst & District Lions Club Race Night Searle’s Club House
Wed 27 Feb 7.00 pm Hunstaton Parish Church Ecumenical Group Meting Ecumenical Group
Thu 28 Feb 7.30 pm Norfolk Wildlife Trust AGM & A Year at Holme Hunstanton Methodist
Church Hall
Wed 5 Mar 7.00 pm Sandringham Parish Church | Ecumenical Group Meting Ecumenical Group
Wed 12 Mar Mid-day Dersingham Village Voice |Deadline for Contrbutions and| Parish Council Office
Atticles Manor Road
Wed 12 Mar West Norfok Constabulary Mobile Police Office Budgen’s Car Park
Wed 12 Mar 7.00 pm Snettisham Parish Church Ecumenical Group Meting Ecumenical Group
Fri 14 March 6.30 pm Friends of St NicholasChurch| David Battie FRSA Dinner Pandringham VisitorCen
Sat 15 Mar 1000 am Ders Methodist church Coffee moming Ders Methodist Church
Thu 17 March 5 pmwo 7pm | Safer Neighbourhood Team Surgery St Cecilias Church
[Thu 27 o Sat29 Mar| 10amto5pm St Nicholas Church Arts & Crafts Festival St Nicholas Church
&Hall
Thur 3 April Dersingham Village Voice Publication Date
Sat 26 Apr 9.00 am to 12.00 St Nichola Church Grand Book Sale St Nichola Church Hall
noon
Thu 22 © Mon 26 | 1000 am ©5.00 Dersingham Methodist Annual Flower Festival Dersingham Methodist
May pm Church Church
25 &26 May 2.00 ©6.00pm St Nichola Church Dersingham Open Gardens Dersingham Village
Sat 29 Sept 7.30 pm St Nichola Church Strolling Players Concert St Nichola Church
Every Monday 2.00 pm St. Cecilia’s Church Rosary Goup St. Cecilia’s Church
Every Mon, Tues, 9.00 o Dersingham Play group Dersingham Community
Thur & Fri 1130 am Playgroup Meeting Centre, Manor Road
Every Mon & Fri in 9.30 Puddleducks Toddler Group Dersingham Methodist
Term Time 1100 am Toddler Group Meeting Church Hall
Last Monday in the 7.15 pm Dersingham Parish Full Council Infant and Nursery School,
Month Council Meeting Saxon Way
Every 5.30 © 7pm 2nd Dersingham Meeting for girls aged Scout & Guide HQ
Tuesday Brownie Guide Group 7 —10years Manor Road
Every Tuesday in 8.30 o Parent & Toddler St Nicholas St Nicholas Parent &
Term Time 11.15 am Group Meeting Church hall Toddler Group
Every 8 pm Royal Antediluvian Sandringham Lodge Dersingham Community
Tuesday Order of Buffaloes Meeting Centre, Manor Road
Istor 2nd Tuesday in Royal British Legion Dersingham & Orchard Close
the Month 2.15 pm Women’s Section SandringhamBranchMeeting Community Room
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1st Tuesday of the 7.30 pm Village Voice ‘Live’ Presentations by Guest St Nicholas
Month Speakers/Groups Church Hall
1st Tuesday of the 7.30 pm Dersingham Method st Art Club Dersingham Methodist
Month Church Church Hall
2nd Tuesday in Month 7.30 pm Royal British Legion Branch Meeting Feathers Hotel
Every Wednesday 1000 am © Dersingham Recreation & Leisure | Dersingham Community
4.00 pm Day Centre for the Elderly and Mid-day Meal Centre, Manor Road
Every 1000 to Music+Movement Pre-school Music, Daice Dersingham
Wednesday 1100am & Drama Scout & Guide HQ
Every Wednesday 2.00 © 400 pm | Dersingham Methodist Carpet Bowk Dersingham Methodist
Church Church Hall
Every Wednesday 6.00 o Beavers Meetinfor children Scout & Guide HQ
7.15 pm aged 6 -8 Manor Road
Every 2nd Weds of the 1030 am St Nichols Men’s Group St Nicholas
Month Men’s Group Meeting Church Hall
Every 2nd Weds of he 7.30 pm Albert Victor Bowls Prize Albert Victor Bowls
Month Sept © April Club Bingo Club, Manor Road
2nd & 4th Weds of 7.30 o Dersingham Prayer and Praise amd | Dersingham Community
every month 9.00 pm Fellowship Bible Sudy Centre, Manor Road
3rd Wadnesday of the | 7.15 © 1000 Dersingham Evening Meeting St Cecilia’s
Month pm Women’s Institute Church Hall
Every 103 am to North West Norfok Meeting St. Nicholas
Thursday 3.00 pm Phobbies Club Church Hall
Every 4.00 © 5.15 pm | Ist Dersingham Rainbow Meeting forgirls Scout & Guide HQ
Thursday Guide Group aged 5-7 years Manor Road
Every 5.30 © 1st Dersingham Meeting forgirls Scout & Guide HQ
Thursday 7.00 pm Brownie Guide Group aged 7-10 years Manor Road
Every Thursday 7.00 © 7.00 pm | Ist Sandringham Guides Unit Meeting Dersingham Community
Centre,, Manor Road
Every Thursday 7.00 © 9.00 pm | st Dersingham Scouts Group Meetng Scout & Guide HQ
Every 7.00 © 9.30 pm | Norfolk Army Calet Force Sandringham The Drill Hall,
Thursday Detachment Meeting Dodds Hill
Every Thursday 7.30 pm St Nicholas Church Badminton Club St Nichola Church Hall
Every Thurs Sept -June 2 pm Park House Hotel Rubber Bridge Park House Hotel
I'st Thursday of Month Dersingham Flower Club Meeting St Nichola Church Hall
2nd Thursday of 7.30 pm Dersingham Horticultural Meeting St Cecilia’s
Month Society Church Hall
3rd Thursday of the 9.30 © 1030 Dersingham Methodist Meeting Dersingham Methodist
Month am Church Jigsaw Club Church Hall
Every Friday 6.30 © 8 pm 1st Dersingham Guide Unit Meeting Scout & Guide HQ
Unit
Every 6.45 © 9.15 pm | Dersingham Carpet Bowls Club St George’s Middle
Friday Club Meeting School
Alternate Fridays 2.15 © 4.30 pm | Dersingham Seniors Club Entertainment and St Nicholas
Outings for the over-60s Church Hall
I'st Friday of month 1000 am o 12 St Nichola Church Coffee Moming St Nicholas
noon Church Hall
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GARY RUSHMORE
FLOORING.. @

OPENING SATURDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER!
Stock Carpet, Vinyl and Roll End Store!

Flooring ready to take away
all at exceptionally low prices!

Unit 6 ¢ Heacham Hall Industrial Units e
Hall Close ® Hunstanton Road ® Heacham e 71

Telephone: 01485 571508

OPENING HOURS:
Mon, Tues, Weds and Fri 10am to 3pm. Sat 10am to 2pm.
closed: Thurs and Sun

@ Hundreds Great selection @
of room size carpets of multi width stock rolls
& vinyl roll ends at of carpet & vinyl offering
wholesale prices! fantastic value for money!
To view our Pattern book ranges
please visit our main showroom:
94 High Street, Heacham, Norfolk pe3i 70w

OPEN: Mon, Tues, Weds and Fri 9.30am to 4pm. (closing 1-2pm lunchtime)
Thurs. 9.30am-1pm and Sat 10am to 2pm.
for home selection and further information please call:

01485 572202 or 0789 9794262
email: rushmoreflooring@btconnect.com
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Norfolk Constabulary Western Mobile Police Station

West Norfolk Constabulary adviseus that the Mobile Police Station will beopen in Budgen’s car
park as follows; Wednesdays 13 February and 12 March 2008 - when Public Enquiry Officers
Linda Forder and Pete Shaw will be in attendance along with P.C. 240 Stan Cobon. Services which
include; Advice, Crime recording, Information, Lost and found property, Crime prevention advice
and literature. Useful contact telephonenumbers are; Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111 and Norfolk
Constabulary: 01953 424242

Please alsonote a new number on which to report crime which does not require theurgency of
999, this being 0845 456 4567

Advertising in Village Voice

The Editorial Teamwould liketo thank all ofthose who so generously support our magazine by
placing advertisements in it, for without the income so generated there would be a possibility of|
the publication ceasing to exist. With this in mind it would be helpful ifyou were to support those
who do adverttise, and to then let them know that you used their services because you saw their
promotion in our magazine. For those readers who perhaps provide a local service but who do not
currently advertise with us, you may consider a fee of from £12.50 for an eighth of a page per
issue, tobe very cost effective.

Advertisements for inclusion in the next newsletter should be in the hands of Anita Moore,
Dersingham Parish Council, The Police Station, Manor Road, Dersingham PE31 6LH by
Wednesday 12 March 2008 Enquiries regarding advertisements may be made by calling 01485
541465. E-mail — anita.dersinghampc @ tiscali.co.uk

Artides for publication in the December edition of Village Voice must reach The Editor c/o
Dersingham Parish Council, The Police Station, Manor Road, Dersingham PE31 6LH or e-mail;
anita.dersinghampc @tiscali.co.uk before the deadline date of mid-day on Wednesday 12 March
2008 for publication on Wednesday 2 April. (Contributors who are promoting events should
take note of this earliest date of publication). Should you be providing graphics to accompany
advertisements or atticles, it would be appreciated ifthese could be in JPEG format.

It must be pointed out thatthe editor encourages contributions but reserves the rightto amend and
edit as necessary. Any contributions received will be accepted on the understanding that, unless a
specific request is made that names, addresses, etc are not used, these may be included in the
publication and may be maintained ontheParish Council’ s database.

Due to limitations on space itis possiblethat some items received may notbe published, or
may be held for publication at a laterdate. Contributors should also be aware that published
material might appear on the Parish Council’s Intemet web site. The editor does not necessarily
agree with opinions that are expressed, orthe accuracy of statements made, by contributoss to the
Village Voice.

Village Voiceis the bi-monthly Newsletter of Dersingham Parish Coundl

The Production Team for this edition consists of
Editor: - Bob Tipling
‘In-house’ Photographer, Illustrations Editor and Layout Artist — Tony Bubb

Printed by Clanpress Ltd, Dundee Ct., Hamburg Way, King’ s Lynn, Norfolk
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Tuesday March 4th

Polly Howat

The Travelling Storyteller

tells of

s JFQ;&G_CEQ&@ LAY

St Nicholas Church Hall, Manor Road, Dersingham.
7.30 pm Admission £2.00 including refreshments. Raffle

VILLAGE VOICE LIVE j VILLAGE VOICE LIVE

The Aastory How to maQs cﬁoméates
Tasgte the results.

St Nicholas Church Hall, Manor Road, Dersingham.
7.30 pm Admission £4.00 (including a tasting session),
refreshments. Raffle




